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ricks 


THE Congress seems to be celebrating a festival of scams 
(Seventh-Year Hitch, Dec 13). Neither the delay in taking 
action against his telecom minister nor the appointment 
of P.J. Thomas as chief vigilance commissioner speaks 
well of the prime minister, though his personal integrity 
is in no doubt. Something drastic has to be done to stop 
corruption in all aspects of existence in India, including 
the media, corporates and judiciary. 

S. NEDUNCHEZHIAN, CHENNAI 


With a useless and morally defunct opposition in the Bp, 
the Congress will most likely romp back home. Ina coun- 
try where judgements come after ages and conviction 
rates being abysmally low, who is going to get punished 
for these scams and allegations anyway? 

NAVIEN K. BATTA, MUSCAT, OMAN 


How come our PM is in fast-track mode when it comes 
to passing the nuclear liability bill but is a mute spectator 
when his cabinet colleagues strip the treasury like this? 
S. SRIDHARAN, COIMBATORE 


The only way out of corrup- 
tion is if governments resign 
over corruption. If you can’t 
stop corruption, you simply 
shouldn’t be governing. Exit- 
ing is better than presiding 
over a corrupt government. _ 
ADITYA MUKHERJEE, BELGAUM 


Really, if our country has 
achieved anything in the last 60 
years, it’s in spite of politicians, 
not because of them. 

K. SHANKAR, ON E-MAIL 


You describe Swapan Dasgupta 
as a “right-wing columnist” 
(Change of Heart). Can you 
give the political leanings of all 
the communalists among your 
commentators, including your 
regulars and staffers. Thanks to 
the Radia tapes, some well- 
known ‘independents’ have 
been outed. What about the 
others? Voluntary disclosure 
would be ideal. 

Bonita, CHENNAI 


Our money is blocked by rich 
politicians, bureaucrats, busi- 
nessmen evading taxes, not to; 
speak of the huge amount of 
black money in circulation, 
and now even media bigwigs 
are acting as their pimps. 

SHYAMAL B., TORONTO, CANADs 


Apropos of Rank Disorder, Jag- 
anmohan’s revolt against the 
Congress high command indi- 
cates a deep malaise in our 
body politic—of dynastic suc- 
cession. In retrospect, itis obv- 
ious that YsR was grooming his 
son to be the next chief minis- 
ter and his sudden death put 
paid to the young man’s ambi- 
tions. This is not an isolated, 
case. With the Congress accep-, 
ting the model of dynastic suc- 
cession, and the dynasty com- 
ing into the fifth generation, 
this undemocratic way of deci- 
ding the leadership of the cou- 
ntry has found wide accep- 
tance. Regional chieftains acr- 
oss the country are grooming 
their sons to take over as CMs 
with varying degrees of succ- 


27 December 2010 OUTLOOK 


ess. Karunakaran’s son Mura- 
leedharan thought he had the 
divine right to rule Kerala. H.D 
Kumaraswamy considers it his 
birthright to rule Karnataka 
He had no problem with Bsr 01 
Yediyurappa as long as they 
supported him as CM. Karuna- 
nidhi has found ministerships 
for his children; his favourite 
MLK. Stalin is waiting to bec- 
ome CM. Others include SP 
Akali Dal, Shiv Sena, RJD, NCE 
etc. Dynastic succession should 
hhave no place in democracy; it’s 
the worst form of aoanynistenn 
and nepotism. Do you conside 
a CM allotting a plot of land to 
his son corruption (which it is) 
but think it alright when he 
anoints his son as successor? 
SUNDARI MurRuGAN, MuMBAI 


Let the Congress not assume 
that people will vote for the 
dynasty because of the TINA 
factor. After all, despite NREGA 
and other critical achieve- 
ments, the party polled only 28 
per cent votes. More than half 
the voters today are under 4C 
years and have seen most oj 
their adult lives being ruled by 
PMs other than from the Gand- 
hi family. In fact, prior to NDA, 
all we had was endless Con- 
gress rule, with brief interrup- 
tions by coalitions of regional 
leaders. After the disastrous 
‘UF experiment, it was the nba 
which showed that it is possi- 
ble to have a coalition govern- 
ment with non-Congress par- 
ties. Now, upa-m is doing the 
same. Evolution is a continuou. 

process. We need a more +6! 
resentative NDA and a more 
decentralised upa. 
RAMKI, DELHI | 


Corruption now seems to be 
the biggest bugbear in the way. 
of India becoming a global 
superpower. Hearteningly, tho- 
ugh, the people are enraged by 
the corruption and expecting 
Manmohan Singh to take a 
tougher stance against rogues 
like Raja and Kalmadi. 
[XANNAN, PERTH 


i GED Gl 


Spare God At Least 


Apropos of Just a Minor Cus- 
tody Issue (Dec 13), it’s the inf- 
luence of Brahmin ministers 
like V.S. Acharya and Surest 
Kumar that will lead to the 
takeover of the ‘cash cow’, the 
Udupi Krishna temple. Why is 
the self-proclaimed backward 
class leader Eshwarappa, the 
state pup president, silent on 
the issue? And to think that 
math head Swami Vishveshva 
Thirtha goes around preach- 
ing equality and visiting Dalit 
houses when all the while this 
is his agenda? 

SuresH HEGGADE, NAIROBI 


It’s the usual tactic of commu- 
nalists, usurping places of wor- 
ship that by any legal standing 
should be charitable endow- 
ments under state supervision 
T.C.RAMESH Kumar, 
MELBOURNE 


Study Material 


The reasons cited for the suici- 
des at IT Kanpur (Emotiona/ 
Engineering, Dec 6) are nen 
to digest. For dream students 
like those at the IITs, performa- 
nce-related stress is not some- 
thing bizarre enough to com- 
pel one to end one’s life. Coun- 
sellors need to look at peer 
pressure and also if students 
are coping with today’s much 
more material concerns. 

S.P. SHARMA, SAMASTIPUR 


A couple of weeks ago, | was 
talking to a friend who gradu- 
ated from 11T-kK in 2009. He told 
me they have no room there 
for amiddle ground: you can’t 
be an average student, you eit- 
her excel or fail. He also said 
that the institution reinforces 


T 
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this ‘all-or-none’ philosophy at 
many levels; for example, the 
solution to misuse of the inter- 
net facility is banning it alto- 
gether. It’s possible this ext- 
reme mentality is internalised 
by students and manifested in 
suicide. A student is made to 
believe the only alternative to 
not being able to excel is anni- 
hilating oneself, since quitting 
is middle ground. 

PRACHI GANGWANI, DELHI 


Leaky US Cauldron 


There is no country in the 
world that does not feel Amer- 
ica’s bad breath on the back of 
its neck (Act One, Scene One, 
Dec 13). The late sFK, Nixon and 
Johnson, while in their terms 
at the White House, excelled at 
the art of bad-mouthing other 
countries. Why, Henry Kissin- 
ger, on an official visit to Pak- 
istan as secretary of state, told 
then PM Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto to 
his face (after an acrimonious 
discussion) that he would see 
the end of him. 

SAMIRAJAN, PORTLAND, US 


Edgar Allan Poe once said, 
‘Fearless to the strong and 
humble to the weak’. But even 
leaders of the free world buc- 
kle under pressure when it 
comes to the US. It’s a shame 
that Sweden is joining that 
gang. Assange is serving hum- 
anity, it is the US which has 
raped humanity, and is now 
hounding the whistleblower. 
GANDHI, ON E-MAIL 


How | wish we too had a few 
people like Assange and those 
who support his mission. 
Rasu SINHA, RANCHI 


Son Sunny 


What a stark contrast between 
two high-profile guests (From 
Rock to Chanson, Dec 13), 
Michelle Obama, a contented 
mother to two daughters, vs 
Carla Bruni, who was praying 
for another son in a son-obs- 


essed country. Mrs Sarkozy 


should be sent to a rural hos- 
pital where we doctors are sc 
tired of counselling women 
that sometimes we come back 
home feeling wasted. 

Dr NEELAMNATH, DELHI 


Differently Strung 


The story on hormonal imbal- 
ances in young women only 
confirms the various ailments 
women are susceptible to 
(Malware in the System, Dec 
13). It’s high time feminists acc- 
ept that women need to make 
allowance for the fact that 
they’re physically different 
from men and lead suitable 


lifestyles. In the West, relative 
affluence means such illnesses 
are treated better. If Indians 
adopt their lifestyle, we'll open} 
ourselves to such anomalies. 
Nasar AHMED, KARIKKUDI 


Lite Reading 


The excerpts from Rujuta 
Diwekar’s new book were fun 
to read (Watch and Weight 
Dec 13). Good and sensible 
stuff, and it deserves more 
than a size-zero cheque. 
AsHoK LAL, MumBal 


Be Witched 


Thank you, Outlook, for sucha 
stimulating read on children’s 
literature (The Li'l Wizard, Dec 
13). It’s definitely more fun 
being a child now! 

G. VENKATESH, DUKHAN, QATAR 


Here a Lob, There a Lob 


Besides creating wealth, glo- 
balisation has spawned anew 
crop of corporate lobbyists of 
whom Niira is only one (Your 


Move Or Mine, Dec 13). What 
was once mere liaison work 
has now become high-pow- 
ered lobbying, which the 
Tatas, Ambanis and other 
business groups need. Any- 
how, their getting projects 
will only result in more jobs 
and wealth creation; better 
than the plunder perpetrated 
by babus and netas. 

K.R. NARASIMHAN, CHENNAI 


A president fell after Water- 
gate; not even a peon will fall 
after Radiagate. 

KIRAN VOLETI, CHENNAI 


The Rs 1.76 lakh crore 2G scam 
happened because of the first 
come, first served policy. It did 
away with global competitive 
bidding. A Rs 10 lakh crore 
scam is being cast in mining. 
The mining policy to be tabled 
in Parliament proposes to allot 
/renew mining leases ona first 
come, first served basis. Why 
should mining leases be given 
free when they earn a wind- 
fall? Why can’t they be auc- 
tioned? The SC has already 
questioned the first come, first 
served policy in telecom. It 
also applies in the case of min- 
ing or any other public resou- 
rce being doled out to private 
entities for making profit. 
RAJENDRA KAKODKAR, 

ON E-MAIL 


Apropos Neelabh Mishra’s The 
Banana Sheikhs, Rajeev Chan- 
drashekhar is knee-deep in 
business himself, so it is not 
easy to believe that he might 
not have the sort of networks 
he accuses Tata of having 
working to his own advantage. 
Sunit K., BANGALORE 


Vinod Mehta spoke the truth 
when he said dog does not 
bite dog is one of the self-def-i 
eating rules in journalism 
(Delhi Diary, Dec 13). While 
every profession is passing 
through a transitional phase in 
values, this change is steep in 
journalism. In Delhi, a journal- 
ist may be an ‘opinion maker’ 
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or ‘analyst’, but at the regional 
level, he is usually an ‘impor- 
tant man’ with connections 
Controversies such as ‘cash for 
news’ followed the explosior 
of the language newspapers ir 
the hinterland. The commor 
Iman now has a different per- 
ception of journalism and the 
men who practise it. | 
SUDHIR PANWAR, LucKNOW 


Mr Mehta says he evaded the 
post-Radia-tapes television 
debates as he didn’t want to 
offend his like Vir Sanghvi and 
Barkha Dutt. If he really is their, 
friend, why did he not get their 
side of the story before pub- 
lishing the transcripts? 

ARVIND ABRAHAM, BY E-MAIL 


Thirty years in journalism and 
no Vinod Mehta-Niira Radia 
tape! And you call yourself 
editor-in-chief! 

MANISH BANERJEE, CALCUTTA 


| saw the debate on npTv Mr 
Mehta alludes to. It was 
unpleasant. Barkha was 
unbelievably combative, 
rude, besides being loud 
and hyper. Her ‘rebuttal’ in 
Outlook didn’t cut much 
ice either, it seemed cau- 
tiously drafted by a lawyer; 
she trots out the same 
points everywhere. Mea- 
nwhile, Rajdeep Sardesai at 
the media ethics meet was é 
complete disgrace. He thinks if 
you shout loudly enough, you 
can bulldoze your point of 
view all the way through 
Whenever he is on TV, | have 
to reach for the remote and 
lower the volume. Anyway, his; 
arguments were so hollow 
they should boot him out of 
the Editors Guild. 

MabHAV AJGAONKAR, DELHI 


Barkha Dutt’s rebuttal is lau- 
ghable (Dec 13). Journalists 
like Ceasar’s wife, must be 
above suspicion. 

T. SOUNDARARAJAN, CHENNAI 


Barkha’s clarification is aston- 
ishing. She projects herself as 


6 
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Between Two States 


| Apropos of The Arrow Has a Point (Dec 6), I come 
from Bihar and am now settled in Jharkhand and 


swung the vote for him, especially 
_ that of the Muslims. During the &= 
| second phase, I was in Patna for a f 
gall bladder removal operation for { ¢ 
my wife. We were carrying money iw | 2 


but we never felt afraid unlike earlier when the 


goons ruled the roads. Still, some things remained the same. 


On our return journey, the cops stopped our car for no fault of 
ours near Frazer Road in Patna. First they demanded Rs 1,600, 
scaling it down later to 600. We finally had to take the help of 
an acquaintance in the judiciary before they backed down. 


M.F. AHMAD, DALTONGANJ 


a hard-hitting, uncompromis- 
ing journalist. How come, 
then, that her source got the 
impression that she might be 
open to playing backroom 
dealer? Her ‘humouring’ logic 
does not cut ice. 

SALIM, KANNUR 


Barkha’s rebuttal seems to 
give the tapes more credence. 
Bimat P. PANDIAN, SAMBALPUR 


Barkha’s points in her defe- 
nce are fair and well-reaso- 
ned. The last few weeks have 
been an exercise in journalis- 
tic cannibalism. She does noti 
deserve that. 

RAMAN AWASTHI, NoIDA 


Barkha says she did not talk 
about 2G, only about A. Raja 
with Niira Radia and that the 
only benefit she got from her 
was a story. Can she tell us 
what that story was? 
RAVINDRANATH RAMAKRISHNA, 
ON E-MAIL 


Barkha kept complaining that 


“raw material” (that is, the 
tapes) were used without 
context to damn her. Ther 
how come her channel airs 
the details of WikiLeaks? 
VIJAY GARIGIPATI, 

Asus, NIGERIA 


Thanks for providing evi- 
dence of what most Indi- 
ans believe—that _ this 
country, at least for the 
past 20 years, is being run 
by corporates. Of course, 
the media in general is 
partitioned by big corpo- 
rate houses. No wonder, 
everything—from ministe- 
| rial portfolios to cricketers, 
from natural gas to tribal 
lands—are up for sale. 

Ravi Bosco, LEuvEN, BELGIUM, 
Ns Ratan, Kani, Barkha, Pra- 
bhu, Vir..all of you are but 
human. Many do what you 
have done, only you got cau- 
ght, with your pants down. 
Now admit it and move on. 
IRADHAKRISHNAN, 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


Ratan Tata’s arguments on 
the privacy ground are flimsy. 
Ina democracy, people have a 
right to know how govern- 
ment conducts its business— 
and if the government does 
not believe in openness, leaks 
will make it possible. 

SAmiR RAI, LONDON 
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It appears that the whole issue 
started with the PM’s state- 
ment of displeasure on the 
Tatas’ business strategy of 
acquisition of large assets 
abroad like Corus in 2007. 
Ratan Tata didn’t react then 
but he did make general state- 
ments in an interview with 
CNBC On Jan 30, 2007, where 
he said things like “Some Ind- 
ian businessmen feel that they 
are above the law”, “Some 
Indian businessmen feel that 
they can manage the system 
to cut corners” etc. Unfortu- 
nately, the uPA came back to! 
power and the Tatas could not 
resolve the telecom issue. On 
other hand, they were getting’ 
badly beaten by Idea. The fol- 
low-up actions appear to be in 
frustration on the part of the 
Tatas. On one occasion when 
| asked him about the state- 
ments, he denied making 
them. The large acquisitions 
spree and foreign exchange 
imbalance might have promp- 
ted the government agencies 
to go for tapping. 

M.J. PATEL, TATA CHEMICALS 
Emp.oyees UNION 


Reading S. Nihal Singh’s article 
(Past isn’t Perfect But., Dec 6) 
makes me wonder where that 
great newspaper, The States- 
man, is today? It was edited by 
the likes of Pran Chopra and 
N.J. Nanporia, with Niranjan 
Muzumdar and _ Lindssay 
Emmerson as columnists. It 
was reduced to a parody of its 
former self by the likes of 
Singh and C.R. Irani. The coa! 
shouldn't call the kettle black 
Rouit K. PaTteL, LONDON 


It’s not as if the English medial 
alone blanks out information 
that does not serve its pur- 
pose. Quite often, local tele- 
vision channels too do that. 
For instance, in Varanasi, 
there were a series of raids on 
Medical stores and hospitals 
by the government. But some 
channels blanked out the 
raids on major hospitals. 
ONKAR NATH, VARANASI 


MIRROR IMAGE 
THE MOONSHINE 


by Sandeep Adhwaryu 


CROSSINGS 


INFRINGED jen furious 


as Indian envoy to US MEERA 
SHANKAR is singled out for a 
‘patdown’ at the Mississippi 
airport. Second incident in 
three months; the US blinks. 


SIGNED The UN climate 
summit signs the Cancun 
AGREEMENT—193 countries 
sign, a Global Climate Fund Bie. 
major achievement. Small =§ ae 
steps on green tech transfer, Dirceet 


global temperatures rise etc. 


DIED Ricuarp C. HOLBROOKE, 
69, the US's troubleshooter 
in Af-Pak and a Democratic 
fixture since the ‘60s. Was 
chief architect of the 1995 
Dayton peace accords which 
ended the war in Bosnia. 


REJOINED? Uma BHARATI, 


the Ayodhya movement's 
enfant terrible and ex-MP 
CM who was expelled from 
the Bp in 2005, plans return 
to bolster party in UP. Home 
state MP still out of bounds. 


TRIUMPHED caiyq 


NeEHWAL caps a brilliant year 

with a Hong Kong Open win, 
her fourth Super Series title; 
cracks Asian Games bugbear t 
Shixian Wang in three sets. &* 


THE SECRET DIARY OF 


Prof Werner Schmidt 


UCH OF NOSTRADAMUS’S WORK WAS IN FRENCH. BUT YOURS TRULY, 
Mi Professor Werner Schmidt, once a Munich-based quantum 

physicist and later a language expert and interpreter of prop- 
hecies (my research grant was discontinued), was lucky enough to dis- 
cover certain secret notings of the celebrated seer. And, believe it or not, 
I found them written on a parchment in a village outside Jaipur. But 
then, you ask, when did Nostradamus visit India? Well, it’s a minor 
detail, but that apart, the Jaipur papers (discovered in the attic of an 
old haveli) and written in defunct Nordic is an important find. Let me 
share a sample from the original which had me so excited I quickly 
bit off one of my toe nails: “Ni eht raey 2010, ni eht htnevele htnom, lliw 
eht senigne fo gniraeh enut ot daehaidaR no SORIT 
senigne fo gninetsil. Taht lliw htekahs seripme 
dna sgnik dna sneeuq.” No scholar who was 
shown this could make head or tail of it. One 
doesn’t like to boast but it was left to me to trans- 
late and interpret. First the translation: “In the 
year 2010, in the eleventh month, will the eng- 
ines of hearing tune to Radia-head on engines of 
listening. That will shaketh empires and kings 
and queens.” Now for the interpretation: Nos- 
tradamus was very clearly predicting that the 
Radia tapes would become public. “What a man! What a genius,” I had 
told the gathering who heard me in rapt attention. However, in the days 
to come there were the usual sceptics who labelled the Jaipur papers 
as fake. In fact, according to one linguistic expert from Utah, the 
defunct Nordic was only English words written backwards. To this my 
response is: it only proves English is defunct Nordic written back- 
wards! Unfortunately, the controversy did not end there. British tabloid 
News Of The World ran a front page story (‘Radia Not Radio’) on how 
Nostradamus was actually referring to the alternative rock band Radio- 
head which was thinking of changing its name. to Radia-head. Pre- 
dictably, Thom Yorke, speaking on the band’s behalf, denied this out- 
right: “There’s no truth in it. We ain’t changing no name.” He also 
denied reports that the band was remixing the Hindi film song Pal pal 
har pal and recording additional vocal tracks over the phone. “This film 
song, the tune of which resembles Cliff Richard’s Theme for a Dream, 
is not something Radiohead will ever touch,” he said. 

Meanwhile, thanks to my labours, we have a few thoughtful tips given 
by Nostradamus to journos/lobbyists/netas. Here are some of them: 
@ Never claim Rahul (your tennis partner) is Rahul Gandhi. 

@ If you’re a lobbyist, don’t boast that you read out Schopenhauer’s 
‘The World As Will And Representation’ to a journalist’s five-year-old 
son to punish his father for publishing an unfavourable article. 

@ Never drop the names of Sonia Gandhi or Ahmed Patel while phone- 
ordering tandoori chicken from the neighbourhood dhaba. 

Finally, before I sign off, I’m happy to put on record that ‘The Com- 
plete Jaipur Papers’ (Random House) will be out in mid-March. g 
(as imagined by Ajith Pillai) 
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“In fact, there is no Sino-Indian border, Till the question of Tibet hangs in the balance, it’s 
wishful thinking to hope for a lasting peace. ” _Samdhong Rinpoche, de facto PM of Tibet's government-in-exile. 


The Tape’s Not 
That Long 


FORMER BABU-TURNED-NETA 
N.K. Singh is at the heart of 
the Radia tapes, holding 
forth on various ministers in 
the Manmohan Singh gov- 
ernment. Last week, it was 
his son’s wedding and 
sangeet at Jodhpur, and it 
was attended, among others, 
by some of the same scribes 


and virs who have been 
embarrassed in the Radia 
tapes. Then there was the 
huge reception at Delhi. But 
at both dos, a notable absen- 
tee was Bihar CM Nitish 
Kumar Since NK, a big 
Bihar votary, is in the Rajya 
Sabha courtesy the sp(v), 
the omission is noteworthy, 
Perhaps Nitish will say he 
was busy with matters con- 
cerning state. Sources 
though say the Radia tapes 
may have influenced 

his decision....0 


A Sell-By Date 


REMEMBER THE ORIGINAL 
‘godman’ Chandraswami, 
the man who had the late 
prime minister PV. Narasi- 
mha Rao’s number? The 
‘swami’ faded into the scen- 
ery after innumerable scan- 
dals but he continues to 
make political predictions. 
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Cartoons by SANDEEP ADHWARYU 


The Rockstar Chic 


‘MAHARAJA’ KARAN SINGH MIGHT BE 79 BUT HE STILL 
likes to think that he rocks. The titular king of 
Jammu and Kashmir recently even confessed that 
he prefers relatively young and vibrant 

music. This, after he declared his rock. 
credentials to a young audience at the 

2009 South Asian Bands Festival (saBF). 

The man was back this year to inaugurate 

the festival (as president of the organiser 

Indian Council for Cultural Relations, he is 
required by protocol to do it), As the young- 

sters cheered, Karan Singh said, “I began with 
Bill Haley and the Comets... and this was even 
before Elvis Presley, and I still listen to rock 
music for an hour everday.” Since he didn’t 
divulge more, Outlook decided to look up his 
personal website to probe deeper into his 

music tastes. Turns out he’s a big fan of 

“soft rock” and that he enjoys acts like 

Billy Joel, Dire Straits, Whitney Houston 


and, ahem, Boyzone! a 


And one such is delighting 
opposition leaders in And- 
hra Pradesh. Chandraswami 
has apparently given 117 days 
to the Kiran Kumar Reddy 
government. A weary Kiran 
Kumar, who’s been battling 
it out since he took over, now 
has another headache as the 
predictions created a buzz 
during the fractious winter 


assembly session. MLAs were 
seen competing with each 
other to guess how long the 
new CM would last. The talk 
also went around to Union 
urban development minister 
Jaipal Reddy (also a conten- 
der for the top seat)—did he 
drop out because he knew it 
would be a short-lived 
dream? It’s up to Kiran 
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Kumar now to prove the 
godman wrong.o 


Peace Pipes 


WITH ASSEMBLY POLLS DUE 
by April 2011, the cp1(™)’s 
Kerala bigwigs are trying to 
patch up with estranged 
Church leaders. So home 
minister Kodiyeri Balakrish- 
nan was sighted at the Syro- 
Malabar Bishop’s House in 
Thrissur, greeting Archbish- 
op Mar Andrews Thazhathu 
on his 60th birthday and 
Bishop Mar Jacob Thoonk- 
uzhy on his 80th. The latter 
has been one of the fiercest 
critics of the Left. But as 
they say, if not friends you 
need fewer enemies. O 


ANDHRA 
PRADESH 
MINING 


by Madhavi Tata 


E Beers, the diamonds 

fs giant, is exploring the 

& Mahabubnagar district, 
setting off once again the Man 
vs Mining debate. Tribals of 


the Nallamala forest zone in the district, 
led by some rights groups, are voicing 
fears that they might be displaced and 
the area irreparably damaged. In 
November 2009, De Beers obtained a 
reconnaissance permit to prospect for 
gold, precious stones, copper, lead and 
zinc across 6,000 sq km of the district, 
valid for three years. It allows the com- 
pany to conduct aerial surveys and col- 
lect samples from the ground and from 
streams. Earlier, De Beers had surveyed 
for diamonds in the Anantapur and 
Kurnool districts but given up. Its sights 
are now set on Mahabubnagar’s kim- 
berlite pipes. These ingrowths of ign- 
eous rock are often rich in diamonds. 

De Beers has paid Rs 20 in permit fee 
and another Rs 20 in security deposit per 
sq km, obtaining three government 
orders dated November 16-24, 2009. 
With nothing more invested than that, 
rights groups allege, De Beers has over 
the last one year been pressurising the 
Chenchu tribals of the forested areas 
which fall in the permit area to relocate 
to new places. While the state govern- 
ment’s mines and geology department 
denies aerial surveys have been con- 
ducted so far, the Chenchus say they have 
spotted low-flying choppers. 

What has alarmed people in the dis- 
trict is digging operations in the Malla- 
pur tanda of the Gattu mandal of the dis- 
trict. “Private farm lands are being 
explored by De Beers. A farmer in Mal- 
lapur tanda was told that a borewell was 
being dug for his convenience. Soon 
enough, they had dug more than 10 such 
‘borewells’, to the farmer’s horror. What 
right does the government have to give 
away farmers’ lands to De Beers?” asks K. 
Kavitha Rao, president of Telangana 
Jagruthi, and daughter of Trs chief K. 
Chandrasekhara Rao. The government 
orders have not listed the names of man- 
dals where De Beers is exploring; only 
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latitudes and longitudes demarcating the 
area have been given. “This itself is mis- 
leading,” says cpr state secretary K. 
Narayana. Kavitha, too, cites the same 
point. One spot De Beers is exploring is 
right next to the Krishna; another patch 
lies at the tip of Nallamala forests. 

De Beers technical manager K.V. Sur- 


4 Rush for riches? 


@ De Beers has obtained permits 
to look for diamonds over 6,000 
sq km in Mahabubnagar district 


@ Tribals fear they will be 
displaced, forests damaged 


@ Opposition parties up in arms 
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Chenthu tribals %&. 
in Mahbubnagar distfiet 


DIAMOND SCARE 


De Beers survey sets off fears among tribals 


yanarayana Rao and senior geophysicist 
Manish Kumar say that of the 6,000 sq 
km the company is allowed to survey, 
“only 130 sq km comes under reserve 
forest areas” They say reconnaissance 
permits are only the very first step; it will 
take 8-10 years to move on to mining. 

In the first phase, De Beers had con- 
ducted extensive aerial surveys in Anan- 
tapur and Kurnool districts. But in 
Mahabubngar it is armed with data said 
to have been purchased from the Geo- 
logical Survey of India. There are three 
stages in diamond mining: the recon- 
naissance permit stage; the prospecting 
licence stage, where exploration is nar- 
rowed down to areas of 500 sq km or 
less; and finally, the mining licence 
stage, after which mining begins. What 
is angering Opposition parties and Ncos 
is that the government orders clearly 
state that the company must stay within 
the bounds of forest conservation laws. 
“But it is being violated here. We have all 
seen how the Bellary brothers, with just 
130 sq km of mining permit, managed to 
wipe off the boundaries between Kar- 
nataka and Andhra Pradesh,” says 
Kavitha. The fear is that a giant like De 
Beers could do much worse than that. 
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SHUTTERED POET 


Discovered: Mussolini’s picture of Tagore 


by John Mary in Thiruvananthapuram 


OR almost half a century, 

it’s been there, this very 

rare picture of a stately 
Rabindranath Tagore, taken by 


the fascist dictator of Italy, 


Benito Mussolini. The black-and-white 
picture of the poet, humanist and Nobel 
laureate, eyes closed, immersed in 
thoughts, is among the rare collection 
left behind by the late G. Ramachan- 
dran, a disciple of both Tagore and 
Mahatma Gandhi who set up a trust to 
propagate humanist ideals. Ramachan- 
dran had also co-founded the 
Gandhigram Rural University 
at Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. 
Ramachandran’s collection of 
photographs is housed in the 
Madhavi Mandiram Loka Seva 
Trust, named after Ramachan- 
dran’s mother, at Ooroottukala, 
some 30 km away from Thiru- 
vananthapuram. The Madhavi 
Mandiram Trust and the 
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Mussolini muse Sr Mythili with the pic 


Mahatma Gandhi Vidyapeedom have 
more than 2,500 students and run sev- 
eral manufacturing units. Says Sister 
Mythili, the managing trustee of Mad- 
havi Mandiram: “You may not see any 
jotting on the picture by its author, but Dr 
Ramachandran told me he got it from 
C.E Andrews, the British priest who 
fought for India’s freedom along with 
Gandhiji. Andrews, an avid photogra- 
pher, had got it as a gift from Tagore. 
Being a rare possession, Ramachandran 
had preserved it with great diligence.” 
Taken when Tagore visited Mussolini 
in May-June 1926 at his office in Pala- 


The picture sheds 
light not just on 
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Mussolini’s artistic 
side but also on his 
ploy to get endorsed 
by a known humanist. 


zzo Chigi, Rome, the picture sheds 
light on the artistic side of I] Deuce, as 
the dictator was called. But it also hides 
a story of subterfuge. Mussolini, who 
had unleashed terror and brutal repres- 
sion through his band of followers 
known as Blackshirts, grabbed at the 
opportunity of hosting Tagore, an inter- 
nationally known humanist. 

Mussolini often invited the foreign 
press, dignitaries and cultural delega- 
tions to publicise and demonstrate the 
positive successes of his regime and 
divert international attention away from 
the gory murders and torture in Italy. He 
wanted to extract political mileage from 
Tagore’s visit at a time when many intel- 
lectuals had fled Italy. He guessed Tagore 
would be loath to criticise him in Italy 
and perhaps by playing the perfect host 
he could win the poet laureate over. 

Tagore visited Italy twice in his life- 
time, once in 1925 and again a year later, 
in 1926, though he passed through the 
country several times before and during 
his visits to England. It was on his sec- 
ond visit to Italy that he met Mussolini 
twice. And out of touch with local real- 
ities, he ended up praising him. 

This evoked a huge international furore 
against Tagore, an ardent defender of 
public liberty and free press. So, once out 
of Italy, Tagore felt compelled to explain 
his position. He eventually wrote a letter 
to Andrews, which Tagorephile Kalyan 
Kundu says “briefly describes the story 
of an imperfect encounter between two 
personalities whose ideologies and 
beliefs were worlds apart” 

The record of that encounter is left 
behind in the picture of Tagore, which 
the typewritten inscription below cred- 
its to Mussolini. It’s a quirk of fate that 
the picture should travel all the way and 
remain a historical relic in a non- 
descript village in Kerala. How- 
ever, Sr Mythili, who devotes all 
her time to the trust, has a griev- 
ance: “You have forgotten Rama- 
chandran, without whom this 
institution wouldn’t have come 
up. Through the picture, let us 
recall the story of a kindred soul 
that left this village, aged 14, to 
follow in the footsteps of Tagore 
and the Mahatma.” o 
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OPINION 


Do Cities Import Crime? 


The prejudice against migrants is rampant. Even PC nurses it. 


N the capital of migrants, crime and loose 

tongues that is Delhi, it wasn’t unusual that 

Union home minister P. Chidambaram 
made the lazy connection that migrants are 
responsible for the city’s rising crime graph. 


After all, chief minister Sheila Dikshit has also done that 
before—only to recant when it was met with outrage, the 
way Chidambaram eventually did. That leaders at Chi- 
dambaram’s and Sheila’s level could be so simplistic about 
complex issues like migration and crime in big cities is 
symptomatic of deep-rooted biases against migrants. And 
the particular disgust and scorn reserved for those from the 
villages of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar acquires all the more 
poignance in a city where most residents are in fact mig- 
rants—either of the first, second, third or fourth generation, 
depending on the cut-off year. 

To put things in statistical perspective, 
the population of Delhi in 1901, accord- 
ing to the British census of the subcon- 
tinent, was four lakh. At India’s average 
population growth rate of 1.6 per cent, 
it should have risen, by 2001, to no more 
than 20 lakh. But the actual 2001 figure 
was about 1.38 crore. This could be 
taken to mean that today, migrants con- 
stitute more than six times those who 
might be called descendants of Delhi’s 
‘original’ inhabitants—without enter- 
ing into controversy by referring to nat- 
ivity, domicile or year of arrival. 

The first flush of migrants came to Delhi in the wake of 
Partition, after which some 11 lakh refugees from Pakistan, 
mostly Punjabis, were rehabilitated in the capital. Over the 
decades, arrivals from Bihar, eastern Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand outnumbered the Punjabis. This completely 
changed the political landscape of the city, nullifying to a 
great extent the syp’s base in the Punjabi refugee popula- 
tion. Delhi’s projected population for 2011 is 1.8 crore, of 
which 65-70 lakh would be from Bihar and eastern Uttar 
Pradesh and 20-25 lakh from Uttarakhand. 

Politicians ill-informed about India’s realities tend to par- 
rot the prejudices of the police and the bureaucracy. Corre- 
lating the high crime rates in east and northwest Delhi to the 
high proportion of migrants living in cloistered settlements 
in those areas is one thing. There may be genuine sociolog- 
ical clues here, ones that should impel the hard work of bet- 
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ter policing and community initiatives in those parts. But it’s 
entirely another matter—one that ignores the complex 
dynamics of crime—to simply blame migrants. Chidam- 
baram took that easy line after the recent abduction and 
gang-rape of a girl from the Mongolpuri area in north-west 
Delhi. Sheila made a similar connection between migrants 
and crime in 2008. Perhaps the two Congress politicians did 
not realise they were calumnising their own voters. 

Where they also failed is in not acknowledging that the 
more affluent south and central Delhi are better policed 
than other parts, surely because they have more influential 
residents. Hence the lower rates of certain types of crime— 
robbery, molestation, rape. They also ignored the possibil- 
ity that in these parts there might be proportionately more 
white-collar crime, in which perpetrators often draw 
immunity from their influence, their ability to hire better 
lawyers and to pay bribes. Police or political collusion in 

sorit this is quite active: sundry police officers 

' and lower-rung politicians, for instance, 

are known to have behaved like property 

hustlers. And when upper-middle-class 

or rich brats indulge in some drunken 

boisterousness, police officers are quite 
apt to turn into indulgent uncles. 

The prejudice police officers, politi- 
cians and bureaucrats bear against mig- 
rants is belied by their own statistics: of 
all the criminals caught in Delhi this 
year, 83 per cent were born and brought 
up here. And since more than 80 per 
cent of Dilliwallahs have their roots 
elsewhere, a more appropriate usage 
would be to refer only to first-time arrivals as migrants. So, 
by those distinctions, Delhi’s crimes are actually to be 
blamed on ‘proper Dilliwalahs’, not first-time arrivals. 

Unfortunately, the establishments in many cities use the 
same blame-the-migrant logic. This is dangerous, consid- 
ering that close to 30 per cent of India’s population 
migrates to the cities every year. But what are the roots of 
this bias? Read the answer in what Chidambaram said: 
“These migrants who settle in unauthorised colonies carry 
akind of behaviour that is unacceptable in any modern city, 
so crimes do take place.” The jhuggi-jhopri clusters he refers 
to are home to the poorest of poor, driven from subsistence 
livelihoods in the hinterlands by the rich and powerful, who 
see them as sitting atop precious resources. In the cities, it’s 
again the rich and powerful who seek to uproot them, reg- 
arding their slums as eyesores or precious real estate. o 


é 


Rens) 


16 27 December 2010 OUTLOOK 


by Pranay Sharma 


O the millions of Chinese children, Premier Wen Jiabao 
is affectionately known as grandfather Wen, conveying the 
tremendous success he has achieved in cultivating the 


image of ‘people’s man’ or the ‘humane face’ of the Chinese 


government. This sentiment was transmitted to Delhi’s Tagore 
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CANDIES IN GRANDPA 


The Chinese premier’s visit will boost bilateral trade, the bedrock of 


International School, which was Wen’s 
stop on the first day of his recent trip to 
India. A child asked him, “Could I call 
you Grandfather Wen?” Pat came his 
reply, “I love to be called that, especia- 
lly by children.” Perhaps this exchange 
was scripted, but one indisputable fea- 
ture of how he came across—whether 
meeting schoolchildren or addressing 


purposes, won't alter : 
balance, says China. 


@ China wants Indiato curb the — 
Tibetans. They’ve a right to peaceful — 
demonstration, says india. ; 


@ Both 
century is Asia’s, enough space for 
them to grow 


e : : 
is necessary for their growth 


@ Trade and economic cooperation the 
bedrock of the bilateral relationship 


@ Want to enhance people-to-people 
contact and change perception of 
each other in the public domain 


@ Both have been working together 
on climate change, wTo, and revamp- 
ing the existing financial regime in 
favour of the developing economies 


Wen Jiabao greets 
people upon arrival in New Delhi 


Sino-Indian relations 


business leaders or talking to Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh—was his 
winsome demeanour, Through it, he 
conveyed the message that he’s a rea- 
sonable man, arguably India’s best bet 
to improve its relations with China. 
Wen’s arrival in Delhi on December 15 
makes him the first Chinese premier to 
visit India twice since 1976, the year full 


diplomatic ties between the two coun- 
tries were restored. (He had visited ear- 
lier in 2005.) Wen needs to make yet 
another trip here to surpass Zhou 
Enlai’s record of three visits, all made 
during the much-celebrated, Hindi- 
Chini-bhai-bhai days of the 1950s. 
These details, trivial though they may 
seem, prompts Chen Jian of Cornell 
University to tell Outlook, “This should 
be regarded as an effort on Beijing’s 
part to link China-India relations today 
to the 1950s, which were then charac- 
terised by friendship, solidarity and 
comprehensive cooperation.” 

Chen’s description of the ’50s as the 
heyday of Sino-India relations could 
give the jitters to many, for the bonho- 
mie then evaporated in the heat of the 
1962 Sino-India conflict, sparked off 
over the contentious border issue 
which continues to linger even today. 
But 2010 isn’t 1962; neither are the two 
countries fledgling nation-states as they 
were then. Perhaps there’s just too 
much at stake to risk a war. As foreign 
secretary Nirupama Rao told Outlook, 
“The leadership of both India and 
China recognise the relationship to be 
too vital to allow it to deteriorate. It 
needs constant political interaction at 
the highest level for creating a stable 
and well-functioning relationship.” 

Manmohan and Wen have interacted 
several times, mainly on the sidelines of 
multilateral summits amidst strains 
creeping into Indo-China relations, But 
the two leaders share a chemistry, a fact 
underlined by Manmohan hosting Wen 
at a private dinner on December 15 at his 
residence, a privilege reserved for close 
friends from abroad. The dinner enab- 
led them to discuss informally thorny 
issues the delegation-level talks wrest- 
led with the following day—from Chi- 
na’s decision to issue stapled visas to 
Kashmiris to its activities in PoK to the 
selling of two more nuclear reactors to 
Pakistan to the impact the Chinese dam 
on their side of the Brahmaputra is lik- 
ely to have on the river. Taken up also 
was the trade imbalance between the 
two countries, which together boast a 
business worth $60 billion. China’s sen- 
sitivity to India’s concern on this issue 
saw the two signing nearly 50 MoUs. 
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“The leaders of both 
countries recognise 
the relationship to be 
too vital to allow it 
to deteriorate.” 


-- Nirupama Rao 
4 ny Foreign secretary 


This heap of MoUs, as also Wen’s pub- 
lic pronouncements, upheld Manmo- 
han’s stance of there being enough space 
for the two countries to cooperate rather 
than compete. An accommodative China 
is in sharp contrast to the public image 
most Indians harbour. This is particu- 
larly surprising as Wen visited India at 
the time New Delhi ignored Beijing’s 
request to boycott the Nobel Peace Prize 
ceremony where Chinese dissident Liu 
Xiabao was given the award, and has 
been candid about playing a bigger role 
in East Asia, which Beijing considers its 
backyard. Is this a case of belated reali- 
sation on Beijing’s part? Sceptics say 
Wen’s visit was part of a public relations 
exercise to refurbish China’s image after 
recent months of ‘terrible diplomacy’ 
that has raised the hackles of the US and 
many in East and South Asia. Their out- 
rage prompted China to take compen- 
satory measures to ensure that its neigh- 
bourhood remain stable enough for it to 
pursue its economic growth. 

Says Robert Ross of the Boston College, 
“Wen’s visit was to assure the Indian 
leadership that its enhanced military 
activities along the borders were not 
aimed at India but to stabilise the trou- 
bled regions of Tibet and Xinjiang.” Ross 
hints that China’s conciliatory, reason- 
able tone towards India need not be per- 
manent, for the relationship between the 
two countries is fundamentally compet- 
itive in nature. He adds, “The challenge 
before the two countries, therefore, will 
be to maintain their engagement even as 
they continue to be competitors.” 

Agrees Martin Jacques, author of 
When China Rules the World, “The 
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DIPLOMACY 
CHINA 


danger is that the Sino-Indo relation- 
ship will turn into growing rivalry full 
of tension.” He cites reasons why the 
relationship will snowball into compe- 
tition: “The two countries are profoun- 
dly different and there is, alas, little 
empathy between them, the continuing 
legacy of the border war, their thinly 
concealed rivalry in the Indian Ocean 
and South Asia etc.” These factors, he 
insists, will overshadow the spirit of col- 
laboration evinced in areas like the wro 
negotiations and climate change. 


THERS, though, feel 

Wen’s velvet approach 

reflects the growing 
maturity of the relationship. It 
all started in 1988, says Alka 


Acharya of Jawaharlal Nehru Universi- 
ty’s Centre for East Asian Studies, when 
then prime minister Rajiv Gandhi made 
his famous trip to China and the two 
sides agreed to concentrate on areas of 
cooperation by keeping aside the 
contentious boundary dispute. “It’s now 
more to do with nuancing the policies to 
deal with each other.” say Acharya. 
This nuancing of policies include 
trade and economic cooperation which 
South Block mandarins now describe as 
the ‘bedrock’ of Sino-Indian ties, serv- 
ing as it does the interests of both. India 
wants to enhance its trade and attract 
foreign investment worth $1 trillion 
within the current five-year plan per- 
iod; cash-rich China is looking to park 
its surplus and explore new markets. 
India’s emerging market is the obvious 
choice. This economic interdepende- 
nce is also the best bet to ensure that 
differences between the two sides do 
not degenerate into an armed conflict. 
The high stakes inherent in the rela- 
tionship now was perhaps the reason, 
Indian officials say, the two sides man- 
aged to discuss the contentious issues 
in a “free and frank” manner, and iden- 
tified areas where cooperation will be 
mutually beneficial. But you can’t rejo- 
ice over a pudding that has only been 
promised. “The trade cooperation bet- 
ween the two sides has been the success 
story. Therefore, China has to take 
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Wen with FICCI’s Rajan Bharti Mittal, left. Anand Sharma and CH chief Hari S. Bhartia 


“The Indo-China trade 
has been the success 
story. Now China needs 
to ensure India remains 
interested in its growth.” 


“This is Beijing’s effort 
to link the China-India 
relations of today to 
the friendship and 
solidarity of the 1950s.” 


urgent steps to ensure that the Indians 
remain interested in its growth,” says 
Acharya. An India disinterested in 
China’s growth could undermine the 
bedrock of the relationship. 

Pakistan is the jarring pattern on the 
Sino-India tapestry. India worries over 
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China’s assistance to enhance Pak- 
istan’s heft. This isn’t limited to devel- 
oping infrastructure, but envelops the 
defence and nuclear sectors, which 
imperil India’s security. But India will 
have to adjust to the reality of “an all- 
weather friendship” that China and 
Pakistan say they share. Lest Pakistan is 
puzzled, Wen made it a point to fly 
down to Islamabad after visiting Delhi. 
Says Chen, “China’s good relations 
with Pakistan have served as a corner- 
stone of its overall interests in South 
Asia since the 1960s. Beijing certainly 
wants to enhance its relations with 
India, but it will also try its very best to 
maintain Chinese-Pakistani coopera- 
tion.” Agrees Jacques, “The relation- 
ship with Islamabad is of fundamental 
importance to Beijing. India should 
have a strategy designed to engage 
with China in a way that it weakens the 
latter’s relationship with Pakistan.” 
Indian officials, though, feel Sino-Pak 
bonding is likely to grow, especially 
because of Afghanistan. Beijing wants 
Islamabad to take care of the security 
aspect by striking deals with the Taliban 
leadership and Kabul. This would 
enable China to enter the Afghan econ- 
omy after the American withdrawal. 
Such an eventuality could add yet 
another worrying strand to the Sino- 
India relations. But that’s still in the 
future. Thus far, New Delhi hopes bet- 
ter relations with Beijing could change 
the India-Pakistan equation as well. o 
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Unblanking 


the Tapes 


The first set of tapes was a selective leak. What lies under? 


by Saikat Datta 


OBBYING, manipulation, subversion and media management in India has a new name. 

Niira Radia. Its exposure has left some whining about “the India story”, while others are 

lamenting the “invasion of privacy”. The 800 new Radia tapes accessed by Outlook and 
released partly on its website earlier this week are an exploration of India’s underbelly. The 
upshot—despite the protestations of infringed privacy—is that public policy, formation of the 


Union cabinet, distribution of the country’s natural resources 
all became subject to the cynical game she played using her 
vast “contacts” list, which included ministers, industrialists, 
politicians, bureaucrats, fixers and journalists. 

After Outlook brought the first tranche of the Radia tapes into 
the public domain, it followed up with an investigation into the 
stories contained within them—and beyond. This has thrown 
up startling facts, and 800 new tapes. It’s now established that 
there are many more dramatis personae in the 5,800 conver- 
sations tapped by the the director-general of income tax (inves- 
tigations) in 2008-09. But some ofthese names—it is believed 
that Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi, Congress MP 
Annu Tandon and cpr(m) leader Biman Bose are among those 
who spoke to Radia, among others—were not in the tapes 
leaked to the media. Clearly, the leaks were selective (see box). 
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Meanwhile, on December 16, the Supreme Court directed 
that the spectrum allocation probe also include the NDA years— 
starting from 2001—and extend into the uPA regime and its role, 
till 2008. The day before, the cpt conducted raids on 34 places 
linked to Radia and her associates in Delhi, along with simul- 
taneous raids in Chennai on A. Raja’s relatives and friends. 

The initial investigation launched by the income-tax dep- 
artment into Radia’s activities was in fact not focused on the 
2G spectrum allocation; it was meant as an overall probe into 
her influence-mongering in telecom, gas, power, civil aviation 
and mining—aggregating into something much bigger than 
what the cac calls a Rs 1.73 lakh-crore scam. If an attempt 
were made to assess the worth of the deals Radia was dabbling 
in, the figure would be mind-boggling—perhaps matching the 
combined annual defence, railway and social sector budgets. 
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subverted government processes to its advantage. The full story is yet to out. 


SANJAY RAWAT 


Was the investigation a sham in the first place? 

The income-tax investigation of Radia started when P. Chi- 
dambaram, then finance minister, received a complaint dated 
November 16, 2007. It alleged that Radia had raised a Rs 300 
crore empire in less than nine years and that she “was an agent 
of foreign intelligence agencies”. By August 2008, the income- 
tax department had enough material on her to begin raids. On 
August 19, 2008, a decision was taken to tap 14 of her personal 
and official phones, including those of her colleagues. The 
tapping, authorised by then Union home secretary Madhukar 
Gupta, continued for 120 days, till December 2008. 

The income-tax department’s next round of surveillance 
began on May 8, 2009. “For some strange reason, surveillance 
had been stopped during the election period,” a senior intel- 
ligence official familiar with the inquiry told Outlook. After 
resuming, it ran for another 60 days, and ended on July 9, 2009. 
The leaked tapes all belong to this 60-day period. 

Worried about the national security implications of the 
tapes and the investigations, senior officials shot off a letter 
to Rajiv Mathur, director, Intelligence Bureau, on November 
16, 2009. They pointed out that “an analysis of the intercepts 
suggested that some of the conversations were quite sensi- 


tive”. If this was the case, why did the government wait till 
December 15, 2010, to conduct the first raids on Radia? And 
what did the cpt hope to unearth almost two years after the 
income-tax department had begun investigations and inter- 
ceptions? These are uncomfortable questions no one in the 
government seems to have answers for. 

The most disturbing question, perhaps, is: What is the gov- 
ernment doing about the massive manipulation of processes 
that has come to light after Outlook put up the tapes in the pub- 
lic domain? Consider some segments of the taped conversa- 
tions: Sunil Arora, an 1As officer, tells Radia that a Delhi High 
Court judge was paid Rs 9 crore; abureaucrat-turned-MP tells 
her Union minister Kamal Nath had gone through a “spectac- 
ular decline”; Tarun Das, a former industry lobbyist, calls 
Kamal Nath “Mr 15 per cent”. So why is the government’s anti- 
corruption machinery ignoring the contents of the tape ? 
Power-brokers Inc had a field day 
The new set of tapes obtained by Outlook shows ministers, 
bureaucrats and power-brokers on Radia’s speed-dial. Here 
are some revealing conversations: 

@ Tarun Das, former head of ci, tells Radia he had put in a 
word to ensure that Kamal Nath got a berth in upa-2 as sur- 
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The Quarry is Watching 


Radia could even have known she was being probed 


selected conversations from the 

Niira Radia tapes were leaked to 
the media. An Outlook investigation 
reveals there were many other key 
figures speaking to Radia. Here are 
some of the “missing” conversations: 
@A Congress Lok Sabha MP from 
Uttar Pradesh has several conversa- 
tions with Radia about the then ongo- 
ing income-tax investigations. She is 
heard telling Radia that she has dis- 
cussed the issue with a senior income- 
tax official who has assured her that 


| T’S now beyond doubt that only 


ved to be speaking to Gujarat chief 
minister Narendra Modi. She is dis- 
cussing the transfer of Tata’s Nano 
project from West Bengal to Gujarat, 
where the plant was ultimately set up. 
@ Radia is believed to be speaking to 
West Bengal cpi(mM) state secretary 
Biman Bose about Singur, where Tata’s 
Nano project ran into opposition. 
Investigators say they believe the 
woman MP Radia is speaking to is in 
all likelihood Annu Tandon, the Con- 
gress MP from Unnao, Uttar Pradesh. 
When contacted, Annu said she could 


“consultant” to Mukesh Ambani’s 
Reliance Industries Ltd. Both her sons 
work for the same company. 

She admitted to knowing several 
I-T officials including Milap Jain, 
the then DG income-tax (investiga- 
tions) who headed the Radia probe 
and hence knew all the details ofithe 
conservations that Radia had till 
December 2008 and post May 2009. 

“I know Milap through Sandeep 
(her husband) and Milap’s wife Bim- 
lesh is my friend. But I’ve never met 
him for work issues,” she said. Annu 
admitted that she’d met Radia on 
several “social” occasions but could 
not remember any phone call. 

But three sources, all connected to 
the ongoing investigation and with 
access to the tapped conversations, 


the investigations would not harm 
Radia, though they might possibly 
harm some of her clients. 

@ In one conversation, Radia is belie- 


not recall the conversation with 
Radia. Her husband Sandeep (who 
died this year) was a former revenue 
service officer who later became a 


confirmed to Outlook that the voice 
discussing I-T official Jain with 
Radia was indeed Annu’s. a 

Saikat Datta 


Instead of corruption, the PM chose to assuage people on privacy. 


face transport minister. Das says Nath can still make his “15 
per cent” while doing “national service” building highways. 
@ sp(u) Rajya Sabha member N.K. Singh, a former bureaucrat, 
describes the upa-2 cabinet as “Shivji ki baraat”, a reference to 
the creatures that danced attendance at Lord Shiva’s wedding. 
@ Referring to Murli Deora’s second innings, N.K. Singh says, 
“..perhaps Mukesh (Ambani) has swung it for him”. 
@ Radia also reveals in conversation that Unitech, one key 
beneficiary ofithe spectrum allocation, had been defaulting 
on payments to the Tatas. A Rs 60-crore cheque had 
bounced, she tells Ranjan Bhattacharya, foster son-in-law of 
former PM Atal Behari Vaypayee. Bhattacharya says Unitech 
thought Union commerce minister Anand Sharma was “pro- 
prietary”. Sources told Outlook the Tatas are yet to be repaid 
Rs 400 crore out ofithe Rs 1,600 crore given to Unitech. 
Phone Taps: Public-private subversion? 
Last week, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh finally broke his 
silence about the tapes. But he didn’t express any concern 
about the subversion of the entire political process, in fact, of 
his cabinet itself, by corporates, as revealed by the Radia tapes. 
Instead, Manmohan sought to focus on assuaging corporates 
and other stakeholders on the question of invasion of priva- 
cy. Strange, considering the revelations the tapes make. Even 
stranger, considering his own government is in a way soon 
going to institutionalise the invasion of privacy through the 
ur and naTarp projects. Interestingly, while all official phone 
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taps are cleared by the Union home secretary, the monitor- 
ing is done by a committee headed by the cabinet secretary. 
The other two members are the telecom and law secretaries. 
So, both the ex-telecom secretaries now in the dock, Sidharth 
Behuria and PJ. Thomas, could have accessed the tapes. 
The Media 
Long-standing reputations in the media have come crashing 
down. Two names stand out in the current lot of tapes. A ref- 
erence to NDTV’s Barkha Dutt is revealing: speaking to R.K. 
Chandolia, an aide of Raja, Radia says Barkha got a statement 
issued by Congress spokesman Manish Tiwari to clear the air 
on certain remarks made by pMk leader T.R. Baalu to the 
media. Vir Sanghvi, associated with the Hindustan Times, 
discusses his column with Radia before publication: “I’ve dres- 
sed it up as a piece about how public will not stand for 
resources being cornered, how we’re creating a new list of oli- 
garchs. It’s dressed up as a plea to Manmohan Singh, so it won’t 
look like an inter-Ambani battle except to people in the know.” 
“Very nice, lovely. Thank you, Vir,” responds Radia. 
Following the December 16 raids, the cg1 seems to have 
awakened from a long hibernation. But the truth buried in the 
Radia tapes, now in the Supreme Court’s custody, needs to be 
made public. They must be investigated and the guilty must 
be punished. India is now witnessing the ugly subversion of 
fair processes across several sectors. It’s of monstrous pro- 
portions, ofa scale never seen before. 
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Sunil Arora Former chairman of Air India 


June 20, 2009 


Here, lobbyist Niira Radia is chatting with Sunil Arora, for- 
mer chairman of Air India and a serving bureaucrat. They 
are discussing corruption in the judiciary. Arora is telling her 
how judgements were fixed in the sealing cases in New Delhi 
when commercial areas and establishments in residential 
areas were sealed on the orders of erstwhile Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Y.K. Sabharwal. Arora informs Radia that a 
Delhi High Court judge, Justice Vijender Jain, was paid off 
Rs 9 crore ina sealing case by a middleman. The favourable 
judgement was written one month before it was delivered; 
the middleman was even given an advance copy. Justice Jain 
is referred to as Justice Sabharwal’s man. 


Sunil Arora: Haan, ab to higher judiciary mein corruption 
bahut ho gayi na... 

Niira Radia: Haan? 

SA: Higher judiciary mein corruption bahut ho gayi na... 
NR: Bahut zyaada, it’s like crazy situation... 

SA: In the sealing cases, one chap had told me that he’ll get 
this judgement after one month. 

NR: Haan. 

SA: And he told me how much he had paid to whom. 

NR: My god! 

SA: I said, yaar, tum mazaak kar rahe ho. He said main 
aapko bata raha hoon ye judgement hai, and he broadly out- 
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‘This litigant told me he 
paid Vijender Jain 9 cr’ 


lined the judgement...ki, this is to be pronounced after one 
month. To aap dekh lena, main khud hi copy le aaoonga 
uski...tab next time jab ho jayegi, woh le aaya copy.... He 
showed me, that order. He had paid 9 cr...as he claimed, at 
the residence. 

NR: Kaun tha yeh? 

SA: 1 mean this litigant had paid Rs 9 crore to that high 
court judge in Delhi. 

NR: Good god! 

SA: This is what he claimed...ki that I paid, at his home. 
NR: Kaun sa judgement tha? 

SA: Koi tha land deal, real estate ka. 

NR: Pathetic ha? Yeh hai na, yeh Upendra Rai (a journalist) 
ka brother-in-law, jo bhi hai uska...cousin brother—Pradip 
Rai~yehi to kaam karta hai. 

SA: And this gentleman ultimately became chief justice! 
NR: My god! 

SA: Jisne judgement diya tha...he became CJ (chief justice), 
abhi retire hua tha, Vijender Jain, naam bhi bataa deta 
hoon. 

NR: Haan, I know. 

SA: Jo Sabharwal (ca Y.K. Sabharwal) ka khaas aadmi tha. 
NR: Haan uske upar to problem hua tha na beech mein? 
SA: Nahin par woh (Vijender Jain) to ban gaya CJ (of Pun- 
jab and Haryana High Court), ab to CJ ban ke retire bhi ho 
gaya hai. Kya farak pada...o0 


That Familiar 
Ringtone... 


Curiouser and murkier..the world according to Niira Radia 
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§ R.K. Chandolia Former private secretary to A. Raja 


June 30, 2009 


In this conversation, Radia is discussing the Justice Reghu- 
pathy case (where the Madras High Court judge alleged that 
a Union minister had tried to influence him, and Dayanidhi 
Maran immediately pointed fingers at A. Raja). 


NR: Hi. 

RKC: Hello, how are you? 

NR: I’m still in Bombay, sorry, not been in touch. How are 
things, tumhare mantri ka naam aa raha hai, yahaan pe... 
RKC: Kisme? 

NR: Yeh, high court matter in Chennai. 

RKC: Us se kya hoga, he had nothing to do with that. 

NR: Nahin, apparently, jo naam media ko circulate hue hain 
na 9’o clock news ke liye... Woh A. Raja, Azhagiri... 

RKC: Hmm... 

NR: To phir Azhagiri drop hua because unhone kaha ki 
Azhagiri nahin hai, to Raja ka naam sab jagah hai. 

RKC: Hmm. 

NR: This one also came off the air, Rajdeep (Sardesai) 

he also told me the same thing; NewsX also told me 

the same thing, everyone is taking his name. In the 
evening I met Shivnath (Thukral), also from Nptv, sabne 
yehi bola ki it’s Raja’s...then I spoke to Times of India, 
because (I was) talking on my gas story, so they said that 
the name that is being discussed...has been told to the law 
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‘Look into it, this will 
be a very high-profile, 
high-tensile case’ 


Manoj Modi 
May 29, 2009 


Ina conversation with Reliance’s Manoj Modi, Niira discusses 
a bunch of ncos being considered to file litigation and PILs. 


Niira Radia: Hello. 
Manoj Modi: Hi, Niira. 
NR: Hi. 

MM: How are you? 


‘Raja had nothing to do 
with the Madras HC case’ 


minister,..is Raja. 

RKC: Hmm...I don’t know, I didn’t speak to anybody, 

NR: Just letting you (know)...that his...there are very many 
people who just spread his name and it’s not true you 
know, that’s why I just called you.... 


The Madras High Court matter also featured in a conversa- 
tion with Ratan Tata on July 7, 2009... 


Ratan Tata: ...I guess the only concern I have is that I 
understand that Maran is going hammer and tongs for 
Raja. And I hope Raja doesn’t trip or slip or... 

NR: No, he hasn’t, because the chief justice has issued a 
statement that no minister called the high court judge. 

RT: Oh, really? 

NR: The Chief Justice of India has issued that statement. 
So that is clarified. And in any case that did not happen and 
Maran is made to look a little bit of a fool. 

RT: Okay. 

NR: It was in any case, it was actually the president of the 
bar association who said, ‘I know the minister’, in an open 
court and the judge said don’t bring the cabinet minister’s 
influence in my court. 

RT: Okay, 

NR: Raja had not called up for that at all. That’s got clarified. 
RT: Okay. a 


NR: I’m fine, Manoj, how are you? 

MM: I’m fine. This, Raja is with me... 

NR: Haan, haan. 

MM: We were just discussing about this...our litigation, 
demerger and some other pit he has in mind. 

NR: Haan. 

MM: Now this nao, you are sure now, because see, we have 
this one NGo, that Ramjibhai Mawani, who had done earlier 
for our power business... 

NR: Haan. 

MM: And second, the one that you have identified from Delhi. 
NR: Haan. 

MM: So I am fine with either, whatever is your comfort and 
preference. 

NR: Well my, feedback on these people is quite good.... I’ve 
understood them and they’re quite okay, I don’t get a sense that 
there is anything...to worry about. 

MM: Haan, so, because see, like this Rajkot guys toh we know 
that nothing will go wrong, and here also even if it doesn’t go 
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“When Sunil Arora steps in... 
whenever he has given me a 
reference, he’s never been wrong.” 


wrong, it is better to have a new person involved. But if you 
have even iota of doubt then we should look here, because this 
is going to be a very high-profile and high-tensile case. 

NR: Well, they are already registered na, Manoj, with the... 
they are a registered NGo... 

MM: No, that is fine, registered Nao is fine, but they should 
not back out na, at a later... 

NR: No, Manoj, I...to be honest with you, I don’t know them 
personally, I know the guy, though. I’ve had him spoken to 
from somebody very, very...who he listens to and I don’t think 
he’ll ever go back on his word. 

MM: You don’t know them personally? 

NR: No, I know who...the guy who owns the...one of them, I 
know one of them, there are five of them there. The other 
gentleman is a JNU guy, I don’t think he'll backtrack. I think 
he’s extremely credible from what...I’ve got his reference 
check on him, they’re serious guys. Inhone pF kiya tha, DLF 
ne pura inke upar zor laga liya tha, lekin unhone revert...they 
did not go back. Even when they offered them money. 

MM: Why don’t you do your due diligence and finally, I’ll go... 
NR: I’ve done, I’ve done that. That’s why I only approached 
it when I did the due diligence. So when I finally saw ki isne 
DLF ke saath backtrack nahin kiya hai and the...for the pres- 
sure DLF had put on them... 

MM: Nahin, nahin, but DF ka pressure ek rahta hai, you know 
I don’t have to tell you anything about our guys na, our guys 
(put) more pressure. 

NR: Haan, haan, Manoj...how much time do we have? 

MM: (discusses with someone)...next 2-3 days you have to 
decide, so I will go with your judgement finally, We want to 
do 2-3-4 things, we have to... 

NR: Manoj main usko personally nahin jaanti but mujhe doubt 
nahin hai uske upar. I can tell you that because I think the 
guy’s credible, comes from very credible background. And I 
don’t think he’s the sort of guy to manoeuvre. 

Another voice (probably the Raja who is mentioned earlier): 
Niira, if there is more than one, there should not be a pres- 
sure on others and all that, that is... 

NR: Nahin nahin...basically the guys are three of them, of 
which I know one very well personally. That I can tell you 
uska, woh kabhi nahin backtrack karega, doosra snu ka hai, 
very credible man, sardar hai, hilega nahin aise.... Mujhe bilkul 
nahin uske upar doubt. And the third guy is absolutely cool. 
And he knows my, one of my employees, Daljeet, very well. 
That’s how this whole thing got put together. So when he 
came to me with the names, I did a check on them. Then I 
made Sunil Arora talk to them, kyunki woh Sunil ko bahut 
achchhi tarah se jaante hain. And I know when Sunil steps 
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in...whenever he’s given me a reference, he’s never been 
wrong, Manoj. At least till today, I’ve never seen, mujhe koi 
doubt nahin hai inpe. 

MM: Because see, when we were doing this power, they had 
gone to Ramjibhai Mawani also. They had reached his home 
and taken all kinds of bags... 

NR: Haan, haan, I understand that, I understand woh kare- 
nge, maine yeh sab soch ke hi kiya tha Manoj. 

MM: Haan to woh, see because kya hai, in this case it is so 
important for us, you understand that, so my preference is to 
do with them primarily because I don’t want the same guy 
to do it directly, then we want to have another general feel also 
that we will have them do it. 

NR: Donon se kar lete hain na Manoj, yeh bhi aayega na, yeh 
bhi to hai na... 

MM: Haan, haan, means apne ko to do-teen cheez karni hai, 
to harek cheez alag alag aadmi se lade to better hai na. 

NR: Much better, otherwise it doesn’t become credible na? 
MM: That is what I’m saying, that is precisely what I’m say- 
ing. Isliye ek baar phir bhi, you...finish your Vaishno Devi visit. 
And then during that time you just assess it once more, in 
your mind also, doesn’t matter, you think about it. 

NR: Okay. 

MM: Then Raja will go ahead and file, because Raja, I’m giv- 
ing him all the green signal for going and getting all the doc- 
uments ready and petitions ready and everything. 

NR: Hmm. 

MM: Hmm? 

NR: Hmn, perfect, what I’ll do is I’ll talk to my team also, 
and I speak to Sunil one more time, mujhe... (line cuts) 
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‘Main abhi baat kar deta 
hoon, Telenor ke upar kya 
issue har’ 


Unknown 
June 16, 2009 


Reacting to reports that client Unitech’s partner Telenor is 
facing regulatory clearance issues, Niira makes a case for with- 
holding the F1ps clearance of Swan Telecom, where Anil Ambani 
had a stake. 
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RKC: Okay, okay...could you speak? 
‘Toh aap ek Kaam karo na, NR: I did speak to Krishna Kumar, I did speak to him, he 


was supposed to tell the...take the...you see, let me tell 


you just talk...call him, you where they are coming from...they’re going ahead, 


minister bi they want to do that, they (are) doing the hospital in Per- 
saa ambalur, no problem right? But what they want to do is, 
R.K. Chandolia and because the charter of the trust allows them to do it 
aan nes only ina particular manner, what they. have to do is, they 
: have to provide equipment for the hospital. 
RKC: Okay. 
Here Radia talks to Chandolia on the ways the Tatas can NR: Or they provide say, certain wards, they'll build cer- 
fund a hospital in Perambalur, A. Raja’s hometown. Later, tain wards or something. So the letter that we have to do, 
the Tata Foundation allotted Rs 9 crore to upgrade hospitals __ it’s not a cheque-cheque that we give, we actually have to 
in the district. give a letter, and based on that letter, when they start 
working on the hospital, on certain areas that I decided, 
R.K. Chandolia: Hello... between the wards or equipment, then those disburse- 
Niira Radia: Hi, How are you? ments start happening. 
RKC: Haan, good afternoon, I’m fine, how are you? RKC: Okay, toh aap ek kaam karo na, you just talk...call 
NR: I’m all right. Well, I’m snowed under, in Bombay, or _ him, minister... 
should I say washed under with the rain... NR: Hmm. 
RKC: Okay. RKC: And tell him, because he was waiting your call... 
NR: How are you? NR: He’s waiting my call? 
RKC: When are you coming back to Delhi? RKC: Haan, haan. 
NR: Not till Tuesday, Wednesday... NR: Okay, has he left for Chennai or is he still here? 
RKC: Nahin, he is in Chennai. 
Rs 1.75 cr CF. scanner donated by the Tatas in Perambalur NR: He is in Chennai, is it? 
RKC: Haan, haan. 


i NR: When will he come back? 

RKC: He’ll come on Monday. 

NR: He’ll come on Monday. Okay. I’ll have a word... 
RKC: Aap baat karke mujhe bata dena aapki baat ho jab. 
NR: Okay. I’m sorry maine phir uske baad phone nahin 
kiya, kyunki kal hi jaake baat hui hat. 

RKC: Haan, haan. 

NR: So I...I...that’s what he said to me, I just wanted that 
clarity. Toh maine kaha jo bhi hai, tum (unclear) leke 
jaake submit kar do na, do a nice photo-op and all that. 
Maine yahi usko bola tha. 

-—_—. RKC: Haan, haan. 9 
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‘(Tatas) can provide either equipment or some wards.’ 


Unknown: Yes ma’am, good evening. NR: Toh, I believe there is a meeting on Monday... 

Niira: Oh, pxm se poochhna ki Telenor ke upar kuchh query Unknown: Achchha. 

raise hua hai kya, un ki security clearance ke liye? NR: ...IB and all have a meeting on Monday to decide on 
Unknown: Achchha... Telenor. 

NR: Because FIPB approval... Unknown: Okay. 

Unknown: Hmm. NR: Ek baar confirm kar dena ki issue kya hai uska. 

NR: ...Aah, because Telenor is a service provider in Pakistan Unknown: Main abhi baat kar deta hoon. 

also... NR: Nahin uska toh... Swan ka bhi aana chahtye because they 
Unknown: Uh, huh. also have a Pakistan network na? 

NR: ...But so is Swan then... Unknown: Theek hai. 

Unknown: Okay. NR: Okay, okay. Bye. 
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MOTHER BOARD 


Niira Radia’s connections in telecom, gas, . ae 
Kamal nath Praful Patel 


power, civil aviation, MINnInNg and realty Highways Minister Aviation Minister 
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Radia chats with Chandolia just after coming out of a meeting 


‘ H i with A. Raja, who wants a person to handle his media. Radia 
Sahab (Raja) ne bola ki you offers Chandolia one of her “trusted guys”. 
meet people during one 


re é , RKC: Hello. 
specified time NR: Hi. 
’ ‘ RKC: Haanji, kya haal hai... 
RK. Chandolia NR: I just came out of the meeting, I met our minister, Fareed 
June 2, 2009 baitha hua tha bahar without an appointment, as usual. 
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RKC: To daant diya hoga sahab ne sab ko... 

NR: Kisko? 

RKC: Staff walon ko daanta? 

NR: Haan, because I think he is a bit frustrated about, he said 
he is limiting the number of people that meet him and he’s 
also changed all his staff, because, I am glad you’ve done that. 
RKC: Nahin, nahin, we have changed the entire staff in office 
also except 2-3 persons. And sahab ne bola ki you also meet 
people only during one specified time. Not the entire day, ki 
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koi aa raha hai, koi jaa raha hai... 

NR: Absolutely right. 

RKC: We will start work it out...ki bhai, that nobody without 
appointment...and... 

NR: He was telling me about secretary and BsNL, and he told 
me about his own media, so I am going to give you a plan on 
how we should do it. I’l] dedicate one person who will han- 
dle that media for him, okay? 

RKC: Okay. 

NR: We'll have to find a way whether we give him to you inter- 
nally, I’ll give you one of my trusted guys who is very well in 
with the media. 

RKC: Okay, fine. 

NR: Okay you want an independent...my honest advice is tum 
jaise yeh sab perfect perfect sab ko chhor do kyunki yeh sab 
alignments hai in logon ki. 

RKC: Nahin, woh to hai, kisi ne bataya hdi... 

NR: I can’t...I don’t think anyone... Shahid will tell you I have 
one of the finest teams you know...ek second...We are not 
meeting na today? 

RKC: Today, if you think you can come by 3:30, we can meet. 
NR: No, then, I will go to Gurgaon na, I want to talk to you 
about that also. Nahin, nahin woh maine wahaan jana hai, 
usne...I’m trying to narrow him down on to something. 
RKC: Okay, theek hai. 

NR: That’s why, So I don’t want to (unclear)... Finally all the 
sons and the father have come on the table. 

RKC: Okay, toh ya to phir kal milte hain teen baje kareeb? 
NR: I am moving to the apartment tomorrow by the way. 
RKC: Chalo good, toh you come at 11, can you come at... 
NR: Ek hi din rah gaya hai September tak...(laughs) 

RKC: Can you come at 11:15? 

NR: Main abhi aa sakti hoon. 
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‘Kamal Nath is a doer. He 
can make his 15 per cent, 
and do national service’ 


Tarun Das 
May 29, 2009 


This conversation has the ex-ctr head giving. his opinion 
about the new ministers in the cabinet. He says commerce 
minister Anand Sharma needs to briefed and educated. He 
says Kamal Nath-for surface transport and highways was a 
surprise but he was all for Nath taking over the ministry. He 
‘feels highway construction is a priority area and Kamal 
Nath is a doer and he can also make “his 15 per cent”—that 
is, he can do “national service” and make money. Das also 
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‘Haan. Abhi aa raha tha 
woh Manish Tiwarl ka 
(statement)... 


R.K. Chandolia 
May 22, 2009 


Here, Radia claims how she has used Barkha Dutt, group 
editor, English news, NDTV, to get Congress spokesperson 
Manish Tiwari to issue a statement clearing some of the 
misgivings voiced by T.R. Baalu about portfolio allocation. 
He had been sent to Delhi to meet the Congress leadership 
with a message from Karunanidhi. But Baalu also spoke to 
the media. Radia also talks about the need to get Raja in 
for a second stint as telecom minister and to keep 
Dayanaidhi Maran out. 


NR: Congress ne toh kal thank god statement issue kar 
diya hai. Barkha ne karva liya kal us se. That it’s not 
about individuals. 

RKC: Haan. Woh toh maine dekh ltya hai. Woh toh aa gaya 
na. Abhi aa raha tha woh Manish Tiwari ka (statement). 
NR: Woh karana bahut zaroori tha...1 spoke to the minis- 
ter at 2 o’clock last night. Because he said the Congress 
had to call the chief minister directly in the morning and 


tell them about Baalu. Because Baalu pe issue tha. Toh abhi 


party mein log yeh kah rahe hain ki agar tum log Baalu aur 
Raja aur Maran aur jo bhi yeh abhi chal raha hai (doesn’t 
complete the sentence)...Azhagiri has now put his foot 
down, na. 

RKC: Kya? 

NR: You see the problem is not what we all are thinking. I 


had a long chat with Raja and Kani last night. Azhagiri is a 


mass leader. He controls a very large following. You are 
saying I will give him MoS Independent and you will give 


‘Congress ne thank god statement issue kar diya. Barkh< 


discusses how he has decided to give up his job at the cu. 


Tarun Das: How was your Bombay visit? 

Niira Radia: Good, good, good visit. I met Ratan also. I 
told him that you know what you are doing. He was very 
worried about Maran, of course. I did tell him that by the 
way, I’m sorry I don’t know whether I should have done 
that, you were meeting the Singapore PM on Monday. He 
(Tata) is having a problem with his funding there. He’s just 
caught up with that. He just can’t raise the money for it. 
For the equity part. Where are you, town or Gurgaon? 

TD: I am in town. Just between meetings. I was with Mon- 


Maran cabinet is where the hiccup has come up. 

RKC: Correct. Correct. 

NR: He (Azhagiri) is a bigger leader than Baalu and all of 
them put together. So all the Tamilians got up and said 
what is this. Whatever his following is. Local MPs and 
MLAs who support him said how can Maran be given a 
cabinet post when this guy is being given (MoS). Then 
Azhagiri turned around and said not only him but how 
come Kani is not being given a cabinet post. So then he 
said to his father to drop Baalu and Maran. Toh woh phir 
uske baad, Maran ko usne bola tum MoS lo. Maran ko bola 
usne. To usne kuchh nahin bola. Kani told me. 

RKC: Maran ne? 

NR: Haan...Maran ko bola usne tum MoS lo. He kept 
absolutely quiet. Uski shakal dekhni thi apparently last 
night. She (Kani) was telling me. Then Azhagiri went to 
Kani last night at midnight...so let us see... mean they’ve 
gone back. HM is going for swearing-in na? But there’s a 
meeting. 

RKC: Pata nahin. I’m going (inaudible). Leaving in 10-15 
minutes, 
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‘It won’t look like an 
Ambani battle, except to 
those in the know’ 


Vir Sanghvi 
June 20, 2009 


In the midst of the battle between the Ambani brothers over 
gas resources, Radia gets senior journalist Vir Sanghvi to 
favour her client Mukesh’s interests through his column. In 
this conversation, Vir gives her a preview of what is going 


tek (Ahluwalia of the Planning Commission) for an hour. 
Discussing some strategy issues. Then I’m going to meet 
the cit president at Jor Bagh and then I’m heading to Gur- 
gaon. I have somebody coming there at 7 o’clock. I’m actu- 
ally running late for that. When are you back? Sunday? 
NR: I am back on Sunday. But you are leaving on Sunday, 
right? 

TD: Sunday night I’m leaving. But am back on Tuesday 
morning. 

NR: And your decision, you are still standing by it? 

TD: Yeah, absolutely. I just told Montek. He wanted me 
to tell the PM also, so I said, yeah, I’ll do that. We were 
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to appear in his now-discontinued column Counter- 
point. “Dressed it up like a plea to Manmohan Singh, so 
that it won’t look like an inter-Ambani battle,” he says. 
“Very nice,” replies an approving Radia. 


Niira Radia: Hi 
Hi. Niira? 
NR: Yeah, yeah. 

Okay, wrote it. I’ve dressed it up as a piece about 
how public will not stand for our resources being cor- 
nered; how we're creating a new list of oligarchs, the 
example I’ve given is the court case which says that 
mummy will decide...that it’s all a family, that why 
should our gas be decided by Mummy? I’ve given the 
example of the deal they struck on Sasan (in Madhya 
Pradesh where Anil Ambani has a power plant) after 
the Samajwadi Party supported the government and 
they went back on the deal and they went back to their 
old position. I’ve given this example of how spectrum 
is being allocated and I’ve said that while people have 
a certain tolerance for corruption in this country, 
they’ve no tolerance for people cornering our assets 
and cornering our scarce resources. What’s going to 
happen in this country is we’re going to become a 
country run by oligarchs like Russia who nobody can 
control and that Manmohan Singh must act because 
he’s basically giving away the future of our children. 
NR: Very nice. 

Yeah? 

NR: Lovely. Thank you, Vir. 

It’s... It’s dressed up like a plea to Manmohan 
Singh, so it won’t look like an inter-Ambani battle, 
except to people in the know. 

NR: Very nice. 

Yeah, so you read it. Tell me what you think. 
NR: Thanks. You're leaving tonight, yeah? 

Yeah, am leaving tonight. I’ll be in Colombo 
tomorrow, 
NR: Great. a 


Dutt ne karva liya.’ 


discussing...(trails off) one part of the meeting was 
whether there are any implications of this vis-a-vis 
government’s relationship with me. I said no. We actu- 
ally work with you and look at you in your personal 
capacity. And always seen you like that. That’s the way 
we have treated it. Not as ci. That link will still be 
there. But I won’t have that designation. So he said 
what designation will you have? So I said I am chair- 
man Haldia Petrochemicals—PM has nominated me 
chairman of the Japan-Indo cE£os’ forum as chairman 
Haldia Petrochemicals, so he said they are very com- 
fortable with that. They want me to get more active on 
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“Woh waapas bhijwaya 
tha (document on 
Praful Patel)’ 


Cecilia 
June 20, 2009 


Radia talks to her secretary Cecilia to fish out a “dossier” 
on Praful Patel and Air India, which she can pass on to 
Star News. 


Niira Radia: Cecilia? 

Cecilia: Yes, ma’am. 

NR: You know many, many moons ago, we had that 
whole document on Praful Patel, Air India and what’s 
been happening, Satish ne banaya tha? 

C: Woh Satish ke paas waapas bhijwaya tha maine. 
NR: Usse poochh uske paas hai? 

C: Abhi kab chahiye aapko? 

NR: Nahin, mujhe kal 4 baje se pehle bhejna hai kisi ko. 
C: Achchha, theek hai, usi ke paas hoga, I’d given him... 
NR: Agar uske paas hai toh usko bol ki 1’1l be very 
grateful.... Hum aaj kal pick kar le kyunki woh poora 
uspe Star News pe aane wala hai half an hour (pro- 
gramme), toh woh dossier use karna chahte hain. Kal hi 
aa raha hai, toh I’ll send someone. a 


the industry side, economic side from behind. I enjoy pol- 
icy work. I want to do that sort of stuff. 

NR: If you need any help, you always got an able secretary. 
TD: I always recommend you, you know that. Is Ratan 
coming (for a Monday conference)? 

NR: No, going off to the US tonight. I think Mukesh might 
come, Ratan was very worried about what will happen to 
telecom. But he is happy now that Maran is not there. He is 
happy with Raja. 

TD: He likes Raja. 

NR: Yeah. He is happy with Raja. Bit shocking for Kamal 
Nath. He needed to be told that he’d gone a bit overboard. 
What do you make of Anand Sharma? 

TD: This is a very strong message to him (Kamal Nath). I 
know him (Anand Sharma) reasonably well, not too well. 
We'll have to brief him. Educate him. He is new to this 


\ 
“Bit shocking for Kamal Nath. He 


needed to be told that he had 
gone a bit overboard.” 
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whole industry area. He’s the trusted person and he has 
worked hard in this system. It is a surprise. But it’s good. 
It’s thinking out-of-the-box for new names, Even Kamal 
Nath for transport was a surprise but between you and me 
I had suggested it for him. Big time. Because highway. con- 
struction has to be a priority. He is a doer. You can make 
your 15 per cent on this. You can do national service, and 
also make money. And do really something worthwhile. 
Because Baalu has screwed up for five years. 

NR: Yeah, this is still an atm for Kamal Nath. 

TD: Absolutely. You have a good trip. 

NR: I’ll pray for you. You have a good trip too. Also, just 
one thing—this India Brand Equity Foundation. My team 
made a presentation on Wednesday. And they said that 
(G.K.) Pillai (then commerce secretary) had already made 
up his mind on Dilip Cherian (of the PR agency Perfect 
Relations). I was surprised. Although Suhel had indicated 
that we are still in the reckoning but they were not even 
interested in seeing the presentation. They gave it to Cher- 
ian. I just wanted to let you know. Was wondering if Pillai 
had a good equation with Cherian. Not to worry... 
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“You are right. And they 
(Unitech) think Anand 
Sharma is proprietary.’ 


Ranjan Bhattacharya 
May 29, 2009 


Radia is speaking to Vajpayee’s foster son-in-law Ranjan 
Bhattacharya. They discuss the problem the former is having 
with Unitech which is not clearing the dues to the Tatas. 
Radia says that the Unitech people believe they own com- 
merce minister Anand Sharma. Also discussed is Airtel’s 
Sunil Mittal’s need for a liaison person. Bhattacharya says 
he has been inquiring about Radia. 


Ranjan Bhattacharya: Hello. 

Nitra Radia: Sorry, I had to come out and talk. 

RB: You know I am usually not used to being stood up. 
NR: Arre kya hua... I really didn’t even know. I can come 
after this meeting. What time does your lunch finish? 
RB: I am joking. I am joking. Achchha aap yeh batao, who 
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‘| told Mukesh...Sunil 
(Mittal) wants Niira to 
work for him’ 


Ranjan Bhattacharya 
May 31, 2009 


Atal Behari Vajpayee’s foster son-in-law recounts to Radia 
a recent conversation he had with Mukesh Ambani on 
Bharti’s Sunil Mittal seeking Niira Radia’s services on a 
“loose arrangement”. In another conversation, Ranjan 
confirms that he had met Mittal at Suhel Seth’s house. In 
yet another chat, Radia checks with Ratan Tata’s office if 
he is okay with her meeting Sunil Mittal. 


NR: Hi. 

RB: Hi, welcome back. 

NR: Thank you. Just got back, haan. 
RB: Okay, okay, listen, bhai, I told you... 
What I suspected is true..He (Mukesh 
Ambani) had called for something and 
then I just told him I met Niira at a social 
function, and I said she just mentioned 
that, you know, Sunil (Mittal) wants to 
work...Sunil wants her to work for him 
on a...just on some loose arrangement. 


Sunil Mittal, Mukesh Ambani 


And I said she was telling me that you, you are actually 
encouraging it. So he turns around and says haan boss, toh 
kya hua, apne ko kya hai, let everybody do well etc etc. But 
there was no objection, so I said mpa, why don’t you come 
out level with me... I said I haven’t spoken to her on these 
lines, but I am asking you, I said are you okay with it? So 
you know, his words were: he says, boss, you know me bet- 
ter, I give people lot of latitude, it’s for them to decide. Sol 
said basically, then that means, you know, aap, you’re not 
very keen. So he says, mujhe kal phone aa gaya tha, now 
this is yesterday, he’s telling me, yesterday evening. He says 
to close the loop, so that you know, she’s not going to work 
for him because he wants a loose arrangement; and she 
said there’s nothing informal. So he says she’s not going to 
work for him. 

NR: Maine toh us din hi bol diya tha usko. 

RB: So I think Niira, on that, limited treatment karna hai, 
aap soch lo. 

NR: Hmm. Woh toh limited arrangement you and I can 
work together, that’s all I meant, I don’t think we should 
do anything beyond this. But I don’t want 
to meet him in his office. 

RB: Why should you? Let him... Okay let 
me play this, huh?...Toh aap anyways, 
Tuesday ka toh aap bol do ki, aap mes- 
sage kar do, ki I’m real tied up. We'll 
come back to you, or some...hai na? 

NR: Haan. 1’ll tell him I’ve to go to 
Bombay for a day or so... 


‘l just saved (Unitech) from 60 cr of a bounced cheque.’ 


are you (meeting) what did you say at 4.30? Gurgaon mein 
kaun hai? 

NR: Unitech. 

RB: Haan. Ohh! No, no, don’t cancel it. 

NR: They will never otherwise ever give me time, you know, 
they’ve been avoiding me. I need to go and see them. 

RB: Now they have sold two hotels, boss, they have got 
some money. 

NR: They keep on playing up and of course it’s sad but they 
talk about everything else under the sun other than what is 
outstanding. It’s crazy. I mean I’ve just saved them from 60 
crore of a bounced cheque with Tatas, another one, right? 
RB: Another one? 

NR: Haan. Because all their cheques have bounced. Abhi 
250 crores ka outstanding hai. 

RB: My god! 

NR: Aur..all their cheques have bounced. This last one has 
also bounced. He told me this will go through when I was 
there. I mean I don’t know how many times I’ve stopped 
them from going into liquidation. 

RB: You see...haan. You are right. And they think Anand 
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Sharma is proprietary. 

NR: Haan. 

RB: You are right. 

NR: He told me very clearly on the phone. Abhi to Anand ji 
aa gaye hain. Look at the great thing, how much confidence 
Sonia Gandhi has in him. Toh maine kaha abhi kya aapko 
funding milegi kya bank se? 

RB: Haan. I was just going to say that. 

NR: Maine kaha—I am very happy because now you can 
settle all the bills (both laugh). 

RB: No. No. Be tough on them. Achchha abhi aisa hai, there 
is no rush. But Monday I am whole day in a board meet- 
ing...then it goes on to Tuesday. Now the other thing is 
Sunil...Mittal. Yesterday I was at that idiot’s place na, 
what’s his name...I think I am getting amnesia...Suhel 
Seth’s place and Sunil met me briefly and he said I mean in 
his Punjabi style yaar tu sab nu jaanda hai, so maine kaha 
yaar Sunil what do you want? Toh kainda hai ki yaar... He 
mentioned you. He said my problem is I need somebody 
(for liaison). I can’t handle it. I told you. Now he wants to 
meet me sometimes during this weekend. That’s why I was 
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“| think he (Praful Patel) 
has worked as a minister 
for Naresh Goyal’ 


N.K. Singh 
May 29, 2009 


Here, the former bureaucrat and sp(u) Rajya Sabha MP 
speaks about the Congress sending feelers to sD(u) to join 
the government. He also takes a swipe at Murli Deora for 
being incompetent and wonders whether Mukesh Ambani 
had anything to with the former’s induction into the cabi- 
net. There is a reference to Praful Patel as “minister for 
Naresh Goyal of Jet Airways” and “now the minister for 
Vijay Mallya of Kingfisher Airlines”. 


N.K, Singh: Jitin Prasada has made it good because 
he’s got petroleum as the MoS where he can do a lot 
because the incompetence of Murli (Deora) is prover- 
bial. Every time a question comes up in any House of 
Parliament he is more busy trying to appease that ques- 
tioner. Perhaps Mukesh (Ambani) has swung it for him 
because there is a continuity in the petroleum ministry. 
But Murli is an incompetent minister, he may be a good 
man. So, hopefully, there is a chance for Jitin Prasada 
to do something. That’s the other comment I have. Oth- 
erwise, in terms of the finance ministry, it’s pretty 
much...I was all the time convinced that Montek will 
not make it. 

Niira Radia: Yeah. 

NK: Because he tried much earlier, you know, during the 
transition...and didn’t cut ice. And this time pitted 
against Pranab (Mukherjee), there was no chance. 

NR: What about Planning Commission? Will he go back 
to that? 

NK: Yeah, yeah, he’s been told he will go back to some 


cosmetic changes there and bide time I mean the best bet 
for him would be if he can try the Rajya Sabha ticket of 
Jaiprakash Aggarwal which will be one seat in Delhi 
which will be vacant. If he can’t do that, then in August, 
there are seven nominated MPs whose posts are falling 
vacant. One of them is Bimal Jalan (former ri governor) 
and unhesitatingly, Montek is as much of a professional 
economist as Bimal. 

NR: Correct. 

NK: And so I think, you know, he can try for that, of 
course, if you become a nominated MP, you cannot 
become a minister, doesn’t prevent him from becoming a 
deputy chairman so that’s the thing there to be seen and 
watched. Jairam has a very good assignment. I spoke to 
him in the morning and Environment and Forests is going 
to be a very important responsibility in the next two years 
with Copenhagen and the world in general becoming 
more conscious about global warming and expecting us to 
undertake a lot of measures, so that’s that. 


Kingfisher meets Jet Vijay Mallya with Naresh Goyal 


AFP 


‘But he has destroyed the sector. Look at tthe way he has d 


keen to meet you so that we are on the same page. 

NR: Listen what I can do is.... The reason I had to come 
here is because Tarun Das is stepping down on Sunday 
(from cir). And to them it’s a big thing. It’s like almost like 
the father is leaving them or, I am sorry, left home so the 
poor children have no father. You should see they are run- 
ning around like headless...listen, this organisation has 
been built over 40 years. I can’t believe it. 

RB: They are feeling orphaned. 

NR: Yeah, they are completely orphaned. I am so shocked. 
T can leave here in another hour, max. 
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‘Haan. Of course... (I can 
talk to Shankar Aiyar.’ 


i Vishal Mehta 
June 20, 2009 
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NR: Is he happy with it? I was told he may not be happy. 
NK: He is very happy. But let me tell you there are a cou- 
ple of things. There is a degree of temporariness in this 
because the sparring between the Congress and the ncP 
will increase in the next two months as you draw close to 
the Maharashtra elections. As it is, yesterday on the TV, 
there was sparring between Prithviraj Chauhan and Pra- 
ful Patel. By the way, Praful would be very unhappy, 
because every old guy has been given an elevation, leg up. 
But he has been kept waiting. He could have been made 
cabinet minister for civil aviation. 

NR: But he has destroyed the sector. I am sorry....I do have 
a view on this. He hasn’t done justice to the sector. 

NK: I think he has worked as a minister for Naresh Goyal 
(Jet Airways). 

NR: Now he works for Mallya. That’s it. Look at the way 
he has destroyed the national carrier. 

NK: The national carrier has gone into decline. In my 
view they should have shuffled him around a bit. But I 
guess this shuffle would come depending on the dynam- 
ics in the next two months on how they do the Maharash- 
tra (assembly) thing...so this is one area to be watched. 
The other area to be watched is the mercurial behaviour 
of Mamata, she is as it is against disinvestment, privatisa- 
tion, so she may act as a carrier of many of the ideas 
which were earlier attributed to the Left. Their interest in 
us continues in a manner of things because Jairam asked 
me what’s sp(u) deciding to do and the fact that they have 
virtually zero presence in Bihar is an indication 
of...of...keeping... 

NR: ...the door open? 

NK: Yeah, because they had an option taking Laloo and 
Raghuvansh. (But) they kept the door open. They had an 
option of taking that fellow Digvijay Singh who won as an 
independent. They didn’t, so that option remains open. 
But we have to make up our mind and the strategy,..we are 
going to brainstorm—you and me—one of these days. 
Haan, okay? 

NR: Sure, sure. 


troyed the national carrier.’ 


Radia chats with Vaishnavi ceo Vishal Mehta on reading ex- 
India Today editor Prabhu Chawla’s “mind” on the gas dispute. 


Niira Radia: Vishal? 

Vishal Mehta: Haan. 

NR: Vishal, Shankar Aiyar se baat karo. 

VM: Hmm. 

NR: Kyonki, Prabhu (Chawla) ka call gaya abhi Ranjan ko. 
VM: Hmm. 

NR: Ranjan Bhattacharya ko, Ki... 

VM: Hmm, hmm. 
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‘Deora Said, there is too 
much pressure...let the 
media get diverted’ 


Manoj Warrier 
Niira Radia’s colleague 


Radia talks to Warrier, who refers to a conversation he had 
with Reliance’s P.M.S. Prasad. On the matter of raging 
rumours about a settlement between the Ambani brothers, 
Warrier reports what Prasad says happened in a conversa- 
tion with petroleum minister Murli Deora—who leaked it to 
the media (“too much pressure being built”) in order to 
“deflect” attention from the real matter—the dividing up of 
resources, including gas. 


Manoj Warrier: The other is, then he (P-M.S. Prasad) 
said that you know, that we should tighten our intelli- 
gence a little more. You know this entire settlement story, 
you know where it is coming from? Murli Deora has given 
this story... I (Prasad) was sitting with him (Deora) and he 
(Deora) said that you know there is too much pressure 
being built, so let me deflect it, let me say, “settlement”. So 
I told him ‘Uncle kyon kar rahe ho aap aise’? So he said, 
no-no, there is too much pressure being built, so let the 
media get diverted a little. I (Manoj) said I’m not...Sir I’m 
not sure whether, I mean...I’m sure that is true. But I also 
can tell you that YP Trivedi has been talking, saying that 
he is going to ask Mukesh to look into how he can settle 
this issue. So he said ‘OK’ Then he said that you know, 
Amitabh Jhunjhunwala and Chalsani are not talking to 
the press. Hmm...Amitabh is away in the US, and Chalsani 
is somewhere in Vijayawada on a holiday. 

NR: Chalsani is...2 

MW: Away in... 

NR: Is where? 

MW: Vijayawada. On a holiday... 

NR: Manoj? Hello? a 


NR: Mukesh se baat kara de, Anil is way ahead. Ask Mukesh 
to be careful and this, that and the other... 

VM: Hmm. 

NR: Toh maine Prabhu ko phone kiya, woh lunch pe hain. 
VM: Hmm. 

NR: Lekin, he will call me back. 

VM: Hmm. 

NR: But in the meantime tum ek baar Shankar Aiyar se baat 
kar ke mujhe feedback de do jaldi ki.... Just understand from 
Shankar ki key points kya aa rahe hain. 

VM: Hmm, hmm, hmm. 
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NR: Shankar ka ek understanding hota hai na. Tum baat to kar 
sakte ho Shankar ke saath? 

VM: Haan. Of course. 

NR: Ek baar baat kar lo please, mujhe phone kar do. Because 
before I speak to Prabhu I need to know what his mind is, 
haan. 

NR: Theek hai. 

VM: Okay, okay, thanks, bye. 


‘It’s a bit like Shivji’s baraat 
...(Which had) scorpions, 
serpents, tame deer...’ 


N.K. Singh 
May 29, 2009 


Radia is calling up N.K. Singh to seek his views on the new 
cabinet. For Singh, it’s more of a jumbo cabinet, akin to Lord 
Shiva’s baraat that included many species of fauna. Kamal 
Nath’s alleged penchant for corruption gets reinforced in this 
conversation in which Singh says that divesting him of the 
commerce minister’s portfolio was an indication that he had 
crossed the line. 


Niira Radia: Hi! Hi! I am sorry we’ve not been able to con- 
nect. How are you? 

N.K. Singh: Hi, how are you? 

NR: I am very well. 

NK: Lot of fun and games...no? 

NR: Isn’t it, yes...yes...isn’t it? What does it look like? I 
mean, what do you think of the new cabinet? 

NK: Ok. It’s a bit of a what in Hindi...I can’t explain to you, 
there is a particular proverb in Hindi...which says: Shivji ki 
baradt... 

NR: Ha, ha...achchha. 

NK: He, he...means the baraat of Shivji consisted of many 
varieties and many species...from scorpions, serpents to 
elephants to tame deer and... 

It has a bit of a jumbo staff, which will have to be seen. 
By and large, conventional wisdom has prevailed in giving 
the key departments to the old and trusted. Some surprise 
elements...hmm...a spectacular jump for Anand Sharma. 
NR: Yeah...what do you make of that? 


RIRAEHAUAN 
“Prabhu ka call gaya abhi Ranjan 


ko...ki ask Mukesh to be careful, 
Anil is way ahead.” 
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NK: I am still puzzled. Because I knew he was close to 

10, Janpath. But in the meantime, he had done a lot to 
cultivate the PM...uh...personally..-you know...pmo..-hanging 
around (Kutty) Nair’s (principal secretary in the pmo) 
room...PM’s. And in the 1&8, when he was given...you 
know...he was in touch with pmo (not clear) which he 
believes has paid off, in terms of a strategy. 

So this is...but I still don’t think I have been able to say the 
last word on this...okay? 

NR: Okay. 

NK: So, this is one. The other thing is a spectacular decline 
of Kamal Nath... 

NR: Yes. 

NK: That, I explain, and by the way, to make matters worse 
for him, even shipping has been taken away from him. 

NR: Yeah...Wasan has got that. 

NK: Wasan’s got that...which means he’s just literally. 
left...he’s on the roads. 

NR: Literally, on the roads...(laughs) 

NK: Literally on the road... So...well, you can always hide it 
by saying that highways are, after all, one black point of that 
government and they want to make up with it, but I think 
there’s much more than meets the eye and I think that, you 
know, a lot of the stuff which you and I know is going 
on...somehow got noticed and reported...some ways it is 
supposed to also give.a signal that perhaps it had been 
overdone, I mean...whatever...and the fact that also Baalu 
was kept out, of the roads. 

NR: Well, that was more of Karunanidhi’s decision because 
he’s under pressure from his family. 

NK: Yeah, but on the other hand, he...even if he had...had 
come, he would not have gone back to the same charge 

of old. 

NR: Of course not, of course not. 

NK: So I think in Kamal Nath’s case, it’s a clear indication 
that look, enough is enough, I don’t think right now he 
needs another ato. He has one going for many years 
and...there’s enough for him...which is...so that’s the 
other thing.... 

Jyotiraditya has made it good. Getting MoS...he didn’t 
make it to an independent charge...but he has got a pretty 
important thing in commerce and industry, with a young 
man, Anand Sharma, to work with. 

So, good for Jyotir, I think. It is an opportunity to doa 
lot because it is a big charge..-you know...I have been in 
that ministry...it is a big charge, Niira. wTo will gather 
momentum...but though not this year. wro does not only 
depend on us...it depends on... 

(Line cuts...) 
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“Sunil (Mittal) has 
lobbied against him 
(Raja), | believe’ 


Tarun Das 
) May 22, 2009 


In this conversation between Niira Radia and the former cir 
head, they discuss cabinet formation in upa-11. Radia wants 
Tarun Das to convey to the Congress that its leaders should 
talk to Kanimozhi, not to Dayanidhi Maran. She also pushes 
A. Raja for the telecom portfolio. The conversation reveals 
the divide in the Karunanidhi family, with Azhagiri and 
Kanimozhi on one side and the Marans on the other. 


Tarun Das: I’m going to South Africa for two matches 
tonight. And now I’m going in for the swearing-in cere- 
mony for which I have been invited without your friends 
from the pMK. 

Niira Radia: Yeah... But can you please tell the Congress, 
please, they are listening to Dayanidhi Maran. They are 
talking to the wrong people. Karunanidhi does not even 
know what’s going on. He gave them (Congress) a list on 
Monday night, which was Dayanidhi Maran for railways; 
Azhagiri, surface (transport); Kanimozhi, health; power, 
Baalu; and telecom, Raja. 

TD: Yeah. 

NR: He (Karunanidhi) knew power and railways would 
get dropped. He needed them (Congress) to come back 
and say I cannot give you this and this. He’d have dealt 
with the rest of it himself. Instead, Congress went into a 
bit of a tizzy, didn’t know what they were saying to him, 
and it went all wrong and it allowed for Dayanidhi Maran 
to drive the bargaining. Whatever they’re telling Dayanidhi 
is not going back to Karunanidhi in its correct form. He’s 
(Maran) distorting everything that’s going to him. 

TD: Hmm... 

NR: He’s (Karunanidhi) got one daughter saying she will 
commit suicide and his wife saying I will do this.... So if 
the Congress dealt with that list they may have got away 
with just two members of cabinet, because Azhagiri had 
agreed to be MoS independent if Dayanidhi was not made 
a cabinet minister. 

TD: Yeah... 

NR: But Dayanidhi kept saying to his leader that Congress 
and Ahmed Patel have been in touch with him and Ahmed 
Patel has asked him to come for the swearing-in, while the 
leader has not authorised him to negotiate. They should 
have dealt with it through Kanimozhi who has been with 


him right through. Even the PM did that. They should 
have gone through Kanimozhi and she would have taken 
them directly to her father. The matter would have been 
resolved there. He does not want four. The only reason 
that four are being asked is because Azhagiri cannot be an 
MoS when Maran is a cabinet minister. So when they 
offered three and Maran kept on telling them that they 
wanted him to be a cabinet minister... 

TD: Why don’t they keep Maran out? Why do they have 
to have Maran? 

NR: He (Karunanidhi) needs a little help from the Con- 
gress on that because he thinks that Congress is support- 
ing Maran. If Congress gives him a message that we have 
not given any message to Maran at all then they will get 
away with two cabinet because Kanimozhi and Azhagiri 
have both agreed that we will stick to MoS independent 
and Raja and Baalu can come—it does not matter—or we 
will bring someone new (instead of Baalu). 

TD: Manmohan Singh does not want Raja and Baalu. 
NR: He’s okay with Raja but he does not want Baalu. 
TD: Yeah, Baalu has been terrible. 

NR: He does not want Baalu so if someone can tell that to 
Karunanidhi about Baalu he'll be fine with that. But he’s 
said about Raja that he cannot leave him out because he is 
a Dalit. I have to keep him in. And he’s closest so he won’t 
leave him out. 

TD: But can he be put somewhere apart from telecom? 
NR: You are far better having Raja in telecom because... 
he will behave himself, Trust me, he will behave himself. 
TD: But there are too many people against him. 

NR: That’s only Sunil Mittal...Raja has promised he will 
speak to Sunil Mittal and deal with the matter. 

TD: Sunil has lobbied against him, I believe, I haven’t 
talked to Sunil. 

NR: But telecom is being given to them (pMk) and I will 
tell you one thing that Karunanidhi will give telecom only 
to Raja and not to Dayanidhi. He’s very clear about that. 
TD: Okay. I will talk to them (Congress). 

NR: I can assure Sunil this will not be a problem. Raja 
will not go against him. He has to trust me on that one. 
TD: Okay, 

NR:I'll take him (Raja) to him...Sunil has been very arrog- 
ant with him as well....it’s not just one-sided...if he hadn’t 
been the way he was this problem wouldn’t have arisen. 
TD: Okay, I will talk (to Congress). I will let you know. 
NR: But tell them to talk through Kanimozhi... 

TD: Okay, done. 

NR: Just let them know that even Karunanidhi is no 
great shakes about Baalu or Maran if Congress gives 
them (pk) a little hint. They should just say that we are 
not pushing for Maran and Congress will drop him like a 
hot potato. They hate him. a 


‘Pil take (Raja) to him. Sunil has been very arrogant too.’ 
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“I smell a very serious agenda 
with ET, Bombay. | questioned 
his intentions.” 


“(Was ET’s Bodhi angry with 
SBI/RBI) for allowing the 
bank guarantee?’ 


Yatish 
May 29, 2009 


Radia is talking to Yatish, a colleague, about a meeting with 
A. Raja. She also discusses how Vir Sanghvi has agreed to do 
a series of interviews and take questions framed by her. 
Additionally, she has a complaint against Bodhisattva 
Ganguli, resident editor, Economic Times, Mumbai. 


Niira Radia: Hello, yes? 

Y: Ma’am, Yatish here. 

NR: Kya hua woh conference hall ka? 

Y: Ma’am...Raja has still not confirmed. 

NR: Aaj mera Raja (meeting) hai. I am running from pillar 
to post today. 

Y: Mere ko pata hai. Maine morning mein bhi message dala 
tha. Toh his thing was that we still have to check. 

NR: I am right now rushing between a few things. Tell him 
to confirm. Main aa jaoongi, chaar-paanch baje tak office. If 
I can finish early enough with Kani (Kanimozhi) and I can 
come as quickly as I can. 

Y: Okay. 

NR: Tum ek kaam karna. I am on my way to Gurgaon from 
South Avenue, I will reach, er, back at CP, probably 4.30. 
Now do me one favour. Take out the printout (of the bud- 
get). Also take out the creditors’ list...complete...previous 
creditors, right? Manoj Warrier se baat kara lo. Tell him, 
Vir Sanghvi ka interview CNN-IBN, CNBC...he wants to inter- 
view Mukesh Ambani. So, Manoj needs to send me a mail 
and also needs to prepare the questions Vir Sanghvi 
should ask Mukesh. He’s agreed to do what we suggest. 
It’s a fresh series of interviews for the next few weeks but 
he wants to start with Mukesh Ambani or Ratan Tata. Ek 
mail bhej do, meri mail se, Debashish ko, Ravi Kant ko and 
Jonathan and Vishal, to say that I had a call with Bod- 
hisattva Ganguli from ET (Economic Times), he is the resi- 
dent editor (in Mumbai). He had called me for something 
else. He sounded very disturbed that rpr should have 


cha 


allowed this (a bank guarantee) and was questioning the 
behind-the-scene effort that would have gone on for Tata 
to achieve this through ssi. I smell a serious agenda here. 
Right? We already know that Bodhi is very well- 
entrenched with another (Anil Ambani) group. I am just 
alerting you. It matters with us. We must take notice of 
this. He was almost sounding angry with both spr and RBI 
for having even allowed this. 

Y: For allowing this bank guarantee to go through? 

NR: Yeah. I smell a very serious agenda with ET, Bombay. 
I am just flagging this off now because it’s important. He 
was almost crying on the phone...I questioned his intentions 
on this, and said to him...“you should be happy that corpo- 
rates are being supported”. He didn’t have an answer to it. 


.1))) 


‘Listen, we have a problem 
here. Our salaries are due 
but money hasn’t come’ 


Jehangir Pocha 
May 29, 2009 


This conversation between the operations head of news 
channel NewsX and Niira Radia shows how she virtually 
controls and funds the channel. 


Niira Radia: Ya? 
Jehangir Pocha: Hi. Listen, we have a big problem here. 
NR: What? 
JP: Our salaries are due but money has not come in yet. 
NR: Salaries are...when are they due? 
JP: Due on first, na? 
NR: Haan...toh aa jayega first ko. 
JP: First is Monday. 
NR: Haan, toh tumhe Monday release karna hai na, pay- 
ments ko? I don’t know how much Rajeev has asked. Maine 
budget to bhej diya. 
JP: Listen to me, na. Today is Friday. Even if it comes (on 
Monday) we have to issue our own money and cheques. o 
Team Outlook: Arindam Mukherjee, Anuradha Raman, 
Pragya Singh, Debarshi Dasgupta, Amba Batra 
Bakshi and Prarthna Gahilote 
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File photo of PM Manmohan Singh, DMK boss M. Karunanidhi and Sonia Gandhi at a function in Chennai 


OFF THE RESERVATION 


Is the Cong-DMK story over, and is the BJP ready for a scrap? 


by Saba Naqvi and Prarthna Gahilote 


N the last day of Parliament’s barren 
winter session, a senior BJP leader was 
having an off-the-record conversation 
with a few journalists. Post-Radiagate, he said 
the political chemistry in Delhi had altered. 


“At least, we can now see the kursi at a distance...till now it 
wasn’t even in our sights....” As for the Congress, uneasy lies 
the head that wears the crown! From spectrum to the Radia 
tapes, the grand old party finds itself:in the midst ofan alm- 
ighty mess. What’s worse for the ruling establishment, every 
step taken to get itself out has it slipping further into the mire. 

What really spells trouble is that the spectrum chickens are 
going home to roost. In this instance, to Tamil Nadu where the 
cBI conducted raids last week on the offices of sacked telecom 
minister A. Raja, his relatives and on an Nco associated with 


Kanimozhi, daughter of pMK boss M. Karunanidhi, among 
others. The csi, incidentally, comes under the pMo—so a go- 
ahead for raids on acrucial component of the upa alliance has 
to be seen as a political signal. Sources say the party leader- 
ship now believes it must be seen to do the right thing. 

More significantly, the Congress leadership has calculated 
that the pmx will not do anything rash at this stage, like pulling 
out support, as it faces assembly polls in four months. As things 
stand, right now the scale is somewhat tilted in favour of the 
Congress. For if the 24 Mas of the Congress withdraw support 
to the government in Tamil Nadu, it would fall and the pmx 
would have to face an assembly poll without the advantage of: 
being in power. Given the blood feud with the a1apmk, that is 
a prospect the pmxk would not relish. The latter is also aware 
that the Congress’s Tamil Nadu unit is in favour of a tie-up with 
the alapMK. A final call on the issue has not been taken. 

So will the Manmohan Singh government take a calculated 
risk, dump the pMk to save face? Sources say there are risks 
with this strategy and great doubts over whether it’s just too 
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late to save face. There are over three 
years to go for the next Lok Sabha 
elections and the pMk with 18 MPs 
is critical to stability. However, the 
numbers can be made up with the 
AIADMk’s nine and the support of 
smaller parties like the RLD and 
gp(s). Besides, the SP with 22 MPs 
is also there in the wings. Even then, 
the Congress may not move. As a 
senior party leader put it, “The pMk 
has ripped us all off but the aiapMK 
is surely capable of doing that and 
more...Jayalalitha is more difficult to 
handle than all the Kanimozhis and 
Karunanidhis put together.” So the 
Congress is treading cautiously. Jan- 
ardhan Dwivedi, the party’s media 
in-charge, tried to delink the raids 
from the pMk-Congress relationship. “We trust our allies and 
the trust is mutual,” he said. But if history is any reckoner, it’s 
obvious that no one trusts anyone in politics—the game is all 
about opportunity. The npa certainly senses one, which is why 
old warhorse L.K. Advani was suddenly fielded to attack the 
government and the prime minister last week. 


HAT said, after stalling the entire winter 

session of Parliament and chalking out a 

schedule for countrywide street agitations 
on corruption through December, the raids on 
Niira Radia and pMK associates initially took 


the yp by surprise. The entire political class is unsure of what 
will come spilling out of these raids and the BJP certainly lives 
in its own glass house. For instance, the corruption agitations 
are to take place everywhere but in Karnataka. Initially, the psp 
was very wary of the raids as one senior leader is known to have 
been very close to Radia. As the day progressed (Tuesday, Dec 
14) though, there were worries that the raids could also include 
this leader from Karnataka. When that did not happen, there 
was a big sigh of relief. Party spokesperson Prakash Javadekar 
called the raids “too little, too late” 
He told the media the cz1 action was 
a farce. “The accused has had all the 
time to conceal relevant documents. 
No Fir has been filed and there can 
be no proper investigation without 
lodging an Fir and preparing a cha- 
rgesheet. People want stern action 
and they want the guilty punished.” 

Sources reveal that Javadekar’s 
statement was a result of backroom 
action by none other than rss 
sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhagwat. 
While the yp was wondering how 


Bs 


The BJP’s L.K. Advani outlines the NDA strategy in 
the campaign against UPA corruption, Delhi, Dec 14 


MARTIN LOUIS 


Money trail A pensive Kanimozhi, left; the CBI raids the Chennai offices of Tamil Maiyam, 
an NGO she’s a director of, as part of the probe into the 2G scam 


to sustain the momentum of its anti-corruption agitation, 
Bhagwat had been in touch with Janata Party leader Subra- 
manian Swamy, getting him to push actions that would even- 
tually benefit the Byp. 

Swamy may be a maverick but sources say he is in close 
touch with the saffron forces and is working to a design that 
would benefit them. By noon on December 15, Bhagwat had 
convinced Swamy to file a private criminal complaint in 
Delhi’s Tis Hazari court to make A. Raja the prime accused 
in the 2G spectrum scam. As Swamy moved the city court 
against Raja, the Sangh told yp leaders that Swamy’s services 
must be used in this case to reap political benefits. 

The rss chief has been throwing his weight behind the Jan- 
ata Party leader for sometime now. Bhagwat is even slated to 
release Swamy’s book, Hindutva and National Renaissance, in 
Delhi on Monday, December 20, in the presence of the rss top 
brass. Sources say the sarsanghchalak decided to step in real- 
ising that the Byp was struggling to find ways of keeping the 
issue alive. Party sources confirmed this with one senior party 
leader explaining, “The telecom scam is difficult to explain to 
the people. It’s difficult to create an emotional connect for the 
people with this issue. The next two months are crucial...the 
challenge really is to keep it alive as an issue.” Now they are bet- 

pt; ting on the Bhagwat-Swamy mix 
getting the desired result. 

But will it really be enough to 
knock upA-t off balance? The Con- 
gress believes that corruption cre- 
ates a stink but it’s really no longer 
aregime-changing issue. They say in 
the end, it’ll be all about the Gandhi 
family charisma and the social jus- 
tice plank like food security, and that 
will again get them through. The 
Opposition, meanwhile, is delighted 
that at last it has an issue. a 

with Pushpa lyengar in Chennai 
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DRINKING & DINING 


Your 
POISON: 


What makes a great bar? Out/ook’s 
pocket history of our date with drink. 


by Anvar Alikhan Coquine’s Bar, New York’s Juliet Sup- 
perclub, Paris’s LArc and Phuket’s Sound. 


WHICH are India’s best bars? Any list will probably “The Frog”, asit’s affectionately called by 
regulars, is the kind of place where you’d 


include Mumbai’s Blue Frog, the sprawling, uber sipdwdeabi Blociy Wanye ketentealive 
cool complex of lounge, club, recording studio and Anoushka Shankar or Mike Stern per- 
restaurant, which has been listed by The Coolhunter—that arbiter formance, nibble on Lebanese kababs 


: ‘ with tzatziki sauce, and then charge the 
of contemporary global chic—alongside bars like London’s pening ongeur Gold card! 
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At the absolute other end of the snob- 
bery spectrum would perhaps be that 
well-loved, grungy landmark of Calcu- 
tta, Olympia Bar (now “Olypub”). Here 
the ancient coir floor-matting is tat- 
tered, the decor consists mainly of old 
McDowell’s posters, the air-condition- 
ers rattle and groan, and Paul Theroux, 
immortalising the joint in his novel A 


Dead Hand, describes a large, well-fed 
rat waddling superciliously across its 
floor. But the booze flows cheap, the 
company is convivial and the conversa- 
tion is stimulating and animated— 
arguably even more than at Calcutta’s 
famous Coffee House, since it’s fuelled 
by Old Monk, not just caffeine. Noth- 
ing’s changed since the days when the 
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APOORVA SALKADE 


Bartenders work their 
magic at the Blue Frog, Mumbai 


Satyajit Ray tippled here as a young art 
director, except the place has grown 
shabbier, acquired greater eccentricity, 
become somehow more endearing. 

In between these two extremes, the list 
would include bars like Delhi’s Olive Bar, 
Mumbai’s Leopold, Calcutta’s cc & Fc, 
Bangalore’s Pub World, Chennai’s Distil, 
Goa’s Joets and others, as nominated 
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If You Have The 
Shaky, Shaky Blues 


Is it the flair, is it the cocktail, is it a ear for conversation? 
What makes a good bartender great? 


N the world of bartending, this 

is the age of minimalism,” says 

Mahesh Aiyar, who set up the 
popular Syn resto-bar at Hyderabad’s 
Taj Decccan hotel. “A great bartender 
is all about intuition, sensitivity and 
knowledge of his drinks, and less 
about flash and showmanship. He 
should be unobtrusive, low-key and 
yet have that rare int- 
uitive sense to look at 
you and know what 
you’d enjoy. The best 
exemplar of this is 
the great Australian 
bartender, Tim Eth- 
erington, considered 
by many to be the 
world’s greatest 
today.” Below, some 
Indians with formi- 
dable reputations. 


Deepak Korangia 
Wink, President 
Hotel, Mumbai 
Very creative with 
cocktails and has a 
great sense of taste, 
often missed by flas- 
hier bartenders. Won the internat- 
ional Ambrosia Best Barman compe- 
tition in the whisky category (09-10), 
with his ‘Farmer’s Son’ cocktail (Bal- 
lantine’s whisky, cinnamon, black 
pepper, clove, elderflower cordial). 


Arshad Khan 

The Blue Bar, Taj Palace, Delhi 

A master of cocktails who has won acc- 
laim at several bartending competiti- 
ons, nationally and internationally. Res- 


52 


ponsible for crafting the Blue Bar’s 
award-winning cocktail menu. His 
innovative cocktails include the best- 
selling Kiwi-and-Capsicum martini. 


The best bartenders have often bran- 
ched out on their own to become con- 
sultants or to start their own bartend- 
ing schools, like: 


JITENDER GUPTA 


Cocktails & Dreams Vangdup shakes it up 


Yangdup Lama 
Consultant mixologist, Delhi 
Was judged one of Asia’s best young 
bartenders when working at Delhi’s 
Polo bar in the 90s. Certified trainer in 
bartending from Hyatt International, 
Chicago. Now runs the Cocktails & 
Dreams School of Bar Management. 
So what’s the word on bartending 
acrobatics? It’s a nice add-on skill to 
have, provided you know your basics, 
and don’t waste time.a 
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here by a group of well-known bon viv- 
ants. Between them, these bars span a 
variety of profiles, price levels and deg- 
rees of “see-and-be-seen-ness”. 

Industry insiders divide “bars” into 
at least five distinct sub-categories: 
first the pubs, whose clientele largely 
comprises of males aged 22-27, and 
which serve mainly beer. Moving up 
the evolutionary scale, you get the 
“clubs” which cater to mixed groups of 
guys and girls, slightly older, who’ve 
usually graduated to white spirits like 
vodka and white rum; these places also 
offer music, DJs, dancing and events. 
Further up the scale are the lounges, 
which cater to the more sophisticated, 
affluent 35+ age-group, and serve a 
more premium range of drinks: Sco- 
tches, cocktails and wines. There are 
also the resto-bars—fine-dining rest- 
aurants with their own bars or vice 
versa—with a customer profile similar 
to the lounges. And finally, you have 
the bars of the old British Raj-style 
clubs (referred to as “gentleman’s 
clubs” to differentiate them from the 
other type of trendy club). 

Today’s average bar-goer, in his/her 
30s, takes this array of choices pretty 
much for granted. For this generation 
came of age only after the early ’90s, 


SANDIPAN CHATTERJEE 


No Dead Hands Regulars take their seats 
at the Oly Pub in Calcutta 


when liberalisation and globalisation 
had created an array of smart, friendly 
new pubs and bars for them. They know 
nothing about what it was like in the 
50s and ’60s, when bars were those few 
seedy joints, with names like Saqi and 
3 Aces, reeking of stale beer and dis- 
solute habits. (Think of the smoke- 
filled dive in Aar Paar, where a naive 
Guru Dutt sits munching peanuts while 
a vampish Shakila sings “Babuji dheere 
chalna” and various lecherous charac- 
ters leer from the sidelines.) 

While India obviously had its mad- 
hushalas from ancient times, the first 
modern bars were set up by the Brits in 
the 19th century. (Interesting trivia byte: 


EVEN IN A CITY LIKE 
MUMBAI, HAVING A 
DRINK REQUIRED A 
DOCTOR'S CERTIFICATE 
STATING THAT YOU 
WERE AN ALCOHOLIC. 


the modern bar counter was invented in 
1854 by Isambard Brunel, the great Vic- 
torian engineer, better known for his 
revolutionary railways, steam-ships and 
bridges.) After Independence, the bars 
the Brits had set up became the preserve 
of the Indian elites that succeeded 
them, places like Mumbai’s legendary 
Gulmohur, which boasted one of the 
world’s longest bars, and Calcutta’s 
Firpo’s, where a boxwallah’s weekend 
often began on Friday at lunch-time. 

These establishments then went into 
general decline, victims to the nation’s 
new socialistic moralism. Some states 
went on to enforce prohibition, and 
even in a cosmopolitan city like Mum- 
bai the simple act of having a drink 
required a doctor’s certificate stating 
that you were an alcoholic and your sys- 
tem would collapse if you didn’t get 
your prescribed tot. (Let it be said, how- 
ever, that through all of this the coun- 
try’s military messes continued to flour- 
ish, and it was a rare treat to be invited 
to anaval mess, for example, and offered 
a chilled Dutch beer.) 

The first signs of loosening up 
appeared perhaps in the ’70s, and one 
important, early milestone was when 
the Maharashtra government allowed 
“Grade I and II eating houses” to serve 
beer. This was a godsend for Mumbai’s 
Irani restaurants, some of which, like 
Leopold and Mondegar, soon morphed 
into thriving beer bars. 

The real inflection point, 
however, came in the early 
700s, when the Karnataka 
government (gently per- 
suaded by a certain Banga- 
lore-based brewery group, 
it was said) allowed the 
setting up of pubs in Bangalore. It’s hard 
to imagine today the frisson this sent 
through the emerging Indian middle 
class, and I remember people from 
Mumbai, for example, finding excuses to 
visit Bangalore so they could check out 
these sleek new lifestyle pubs, with their 
snappy names, like Black Cadillac and 
Downtown. Almost simultaneously, 
however, there came a serious, emotion- 
charged argument about how this insid- 
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And A Plate 


sMasaly peanuts, you say? 
How about lamb kibbeh a: nd 
calamari ajiya for starters? 
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N Munshi iencamedaenndts classic 
‘short story, Kafan, Gheesu and 
‘Madhav were satisfied + with a 
piece of fried fish to accompany 
their drink. Things have changed a ¢ 
bit since then, though, ‘unsurpris-- - 
‘ingly, the basic principle remains - 
‘much the same: hot, savoury and, 4 
yes, preferably deep- fried. Gee 
“When the bar revolution first ‘hap- 
pened: typical accompaniments were 
_ masala peanuts, shaami kababs 5 and 
chips. Today things like teriyaki iskew- 
_ ers, chicken nachos and loaded-pota- 
-to- skins-with- -sour-cream are pretty. 
much standard. Hard Rock Cafe is is. 
_ known for its hickory-smoked chic 
ken wings with heavy metal sauce; 


ves aliens Sia See 
ajiya and Lebanese lamb kibbeh. But 
today’s bar crowd is increasingly 
blase, and even items that were a nov-- 
elty a few 1 years ago, 
like mezze_ platters, 
are’ becoming passe. 
The offerings at upm-— 
arket joints like Mum- 
_bai’s Tote and Blue 
Frog now include thi- 
ngs like sun- -dried 


_ SANJAY RAWAT. (> 


2 {Mato chips with black bean hum-— 
mus, char-grilled German ribs with | 
hoisin jaggery glaze, and ricotta and 

tangerine tortellini pot-stickers with | ; 
saffron aioli. Today you can make. a 

meal out of the snacks, especially ¢ at t 
_resto-bars, with their often very, ‘good | 
chefs. But can anything ever really 
replace good old masala’ peanuts, 


see 


with an extra squirt of lime? o 
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BE« : DRINKING & DINING 


ious western pub culture—supported, 
allegedly, by the newly globalised liquor 
industry—would subvert our traditional 
Indian values (no, today’s debate on the 
subject is nothing new). But then, as the 
old joke goes, five minutes after the wor- 
ld’s first bar opened, the world’s first pro- 
hibitionist launched a protest outside it. 


F one is to talk about 

India’s best bars, then one 

obviously needs to ask: 
what exactly makes a good 
bar? It’s a complex, personal 


issue: what a 22-year-old girl would look 
for would naturally be different from 
what a 44-year-old male would want. 
Further, the latter would himself look 
for different things at different times, 
depending on whether he was going out 
with his clients, his college buddies, his 
wife, his girlfriend or just by himself. 
However, certain basic, universal requi- 
rements generally apply, such as: 

@ First, agood drinks menu, with a suf- 
ficiently wide selection of good drinks, 
poured generously. 

@ There should be a great bartender. 
He doesn’t have to be a circus juggler, 
but he must be good at his job, able to 
mix interesting, innovative cocktails. 

@ Probably the single most important 
factor is that the crowd should belong to 
your “tribe”. Not necessarily people 
you know, but the kind of people you’d 
like to know. That’s what gives you a 
sense of belonging, and makes you want 
to come back here next time 

@ The place must be 60 per cent full. 
Less than that and it’s uninvitingly 
empty; more than that and it’s too 
crowded. 

@ The service must be efficient, antic- 
ipative and unobtrusive. You shouldn't 
have to keep waving out for a waiter. 

@ The music must be interesting, with 
a mix of familiarity and slight surprise. 
And the volume must be just right: not 
so loud that you can’t figure out what 
your companions are trying to say, 

® Great lighting can make a huge dif- 
ference to any bar. 
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Bloody Enough For se 


A pointer t to what women really want ona night out 


ee 


Sia are naenniing increas- 


ingly vocal, on the subject of 
bars. “My husband | isn’t the 


bar- -going type, but I enjoy going fora 


girls’ night out with friends. So what?” 
says Rani, a _fortysomething home- 
maker, But what don ‘women, specifica- 


lly, want from : a : bar’ Here are 10 req- 
uests to bar owners: 7 


i Not allw women ndrink hard fiquory sO- 
ce of mocktails, cock- 


a sufficient choi 
tails and wines 3 (by the glass). 
2.A lobby area, SO women never have to 


queue on thes street to get in. 


3. A place where a single woman is Is not 


Ge eye al matinee attention. ; 


Stee Ly 


Heard this one. The ladles cosy up at Olive Bar, Delhi 


THE MOST IMPORTANT 
FACTOR IS THE CROWD 
SHOULD BELONG TO 
YOUR ‘TRIBE’...THE 
KIND OF PEOPLE 
YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW, 
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9. Easy-to-distinguish women’s and 


4. Attentive staff who'll keep an eye on é 


single women guests, to ensure they 
don’t get hassled. a4 


5. Enough space, so you’ re never too 


close to the strangers at the next table 


6. Clean tables, and waiters who clean 
up after every repeat order or spill. 


7. Clean loos (at even fancy bars, by the 
evening’s end they’re often filthy). 


_ 8. Sufficient space and lighting in the 


ladies’ room to freshen your makeup. 


men’s loos (especially important when | 
one is a couple of drinks down). 

10. High-heel friendly floors Gatien 
important factor when you’ve had a 
couple of drinks)! 


TRIBHUVAN TIWARI 


® Comfortable chairs. Un-ergonomic 
furniture soon becomes a pain. 

@ The prices can be premium, but they 
should never leave you with a feeling of 
being ripped off. 

e A distinctive character, a sense ofhis- 
tory, or even a slight eccentricity always 
adds something special to a bar, 

® Ultimately, no bar ever attains per- 
fection. And if it did, it probably woul- 
dn’t be any good anymore. Some small 


i 3 
\ “7 
~~ 
j 


~ 


imperfection is always interesting. 

So a great bar is not just about cut- 
ting-edge design, celebrity guests and 
the trendiness quotient; it’s ultimately 
about doing the basic things exceed- 
ingly well. Sometimes, though, a bar 
might strike some inexplicable emo- 
tional chord, making it special for you 
regardless of all else: if you talk to 
Mumbai old-timers about their fav- 
ourite bar, for example, some of them 
will still speak fondly of places like 
“Kerala John’s” illegal bar in the bad 
old prohibition days, where they sat 
drinking inferior alcohol on the roof of 
a seedy Colaba building, with a man- 
aging director on one side and a taxi- 
driver, perhaps, on the other. To those 
who’ve done that, no swanky bar today 
can quite capture that old sense of 
convivial drinking and fellowship. 


ODAY, the Indian at the 

bar is evolving and trends 

are changing. While a few 
years ago the objective of going 
to a bar was to have a drink, 


today the point is to hang out with 
friends, socialise and “chill”, and the 
drink itself is merely a part of that expe- 
rience. Meanwhile, women, from the 
twentysomethings to the new fifty- 
somethings, are increasingly finding 
bars an attractive place to relax in...the 
Rama Sene notwithstanding. In the 
staid British Raj-type clubs too, where 
bars used to be all-male preserves, 
women members have rallied indig- 
nantly to get the rules overturned. 

The bar business is a really, really tough 
business to be in: competition is more 
fierce than most people realise. The 
clientele is fickle, and constantly looking 
out for the Next New Thing. And every 
time a new bar opens, an old bar some- 
where begins to slowly close. Hence bars 
have to keep reinventing themselves, to 
keep one step ahead of not just their 
competition, but ahead of their clientele 
itself. The option is either that, or to shut 
down every 2-3 years, and then reopen in 
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JAGADEESH NV. 


A patron finishes up at Pub World, Bangalore 


a new, completely updated avatar. 

So where do we go from here? Good 
question. One trend we can perhaps 
expect is the emergence of specialist 
niche bars. In cities with well-developed 
bar cultures, whether New York or Hong 
Kong, you'll find things like, for example, 
single-liquor bars (specialising in, say, 
only tequilas, only rums, only whiskies, 
or even only bourbon whiskies). Or you 
can find other kinds of specialist niches: 
New Yorker magazine recently ran a 
piece on ‘A Bar for Every Stage of Your 
Mating Life’, covering bars for seven dif- 
ferent life stages, from ‘Impressing a 
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First Date’ to ‘Post-divorce Rebound 
Party’ (with, tellingly, ‘Extra-marital 
Tryst’ somewhere along the way). 

And then, of course, there are the 
theme bars, the most extreme being, 
predictably, in Tokyo, where you can 
choose from an array of weird options— 
like “Vows” bars, where you're served by 
monks dressed in robes to the sounds of 
solemn chanting. Or, even more biza- 
rrely, Goth Rori (Japanese for “Gothic 
Lolita”!) bars: ornately macabre joints 
where campily dressed Lolitas serve 
cocktails with names like ‘Gretel’s Suf- 
fering’, whose slightly bitter flavour is 
attributed to the addition of real tears. 
But something tells me India is not 
quite ready for that, yet. 

One final thought. While this list of 
India’s best bars may hold good today, 
you can be sure of one thing: in the next 
three years perhaps two-thirds of the 
bars in this list will drop off, and be 
replaced by new-kids-on-the-block, 
better tuned in to the bar-goers of the 
time. As the saying goes, those who live 
by the trend, die by the trend.a 


at the Gate 


Tavernistas nominate the best bars in their cities 


APOORVA SALKADE 


Glass apart 
Farzana and her 
glass at the 
Dome 


by Outlook Bureau _ 


Farzana Contractor 
editor, Upper Crust 


Dome, the Intercontinental at 
Marine Drive: Poolside bar facing 
the Arabian Sea. The white ambi- 
ence, huge cushions make it even 
more beautiful! 


EA Tote at Mahalakshmi Race 
Course for its unusual and warm 
atmosphere, wooden furniture and 
split levels. It feels like the inside of 
a tree trunk. The finger snacks are 
amazing. 

Wink, the Taj President for being a 
great business bar. But also, Aer, Four 
Seasons, for its awesome view of the 
city and Leopold Cafe at Colaba for the 
buzz—even greater after 26/11; Shiro, 
Worli, for its innovative decor and min- 
imal rates, 


Alok Chandra 
wine consuitant & president, 
Bangalore Wine Club 
City Bar in UB City on Vittal Mallya 
Road: Most happening place in town. 
Blue Bar at Taj Westend Hotel: 
Absolute top-end. 
E} Shiro in UB City on Vittal Mallya 
Road: Terrific ambience and for all ages. 
Also, Pub World on Residency Road: Good 
for all seasons. 
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Debashree Roy 

(who starred in Aparna Sen's 36 
Chowringhee Lane and now 
more recently in Sukno Lanka) 
likes her alcohol and makes no 
bones about it 

The best bars in Calcutta are the club 
bars, each has an ambience that 
puts you at ease...you’re left 
alone without people prying and 
there are some nice cocktails; my 
three favourites: 


1 The Tollygunge Ciub 
The Caicutta Rowing Club 
The bar at the cc & Fc 


Shriya Saran 


Telugu cinema actress 


2 | Liquids, Banjara Hills: One of the best pubs 

in the city. A lounge bar where one can actually 
lounge around on relaxing sofas and get a view 
of the Banjara Lake through its glass facade. A 
place where the city’s swish set goes to mingle 


and get noticed. 


N Bar & Grill, Jubilee Hills: Premium, unique lounge bar 
with modern interiors, high ceilings, very gothic and retro. 
Almost everything is black. Love it for its comfort factor 
(it is owned by my friend and fellow actor Nagarjuna) and 


excellent food and drinks menu. 
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R.A. CHANDROO 


r Satkrit 
enjoys the ambience 
Soonee at the Blend 


Satkrit Krishna 
Clubgoer and fashion designer from a 
family of silk-weavers in Kanchipuram 


Blend on Anna Salai: High-energy 
contemporary bar serving cocktails and 
tapas; with liquid crystal house music. 
I’m not much of a drinker, just a beer, 
but it was so exciting to be here all 
through the World Cup. 


Leather Bar at The Park: The rich 
black leather floor blends into olive 
suede walls and is in complete contrast 
to the virginal white lobby. | like the 
interiors—very chic. 


3 | Distil at the Taj Connemara and 
Star Rock tie for third place: Distil, 
which attracts a mature crowd, for its 
chic interiors, fresh fruity mixes and 
tall drinks. Star Rock for being a very 
popular restobar with good music. 


Priya Mirchandani 


who, when she’s not nursing a hangover (sometimes even when 


she is!), edits a fashion magazine 


Bank of the Seine. 


Hard Rock Cafe, Koregaon Park: Right next to Stone Water Grill 
rests a gigantic stone pyramid, crowned with a tiara of skylights. 
Step in and you enter the familiar interiors of the Hard Rock Cafe. 
Within, there’s heart-warming rock, good ol’ American comfort food, 
hourly bar-top jigs by the staff and a huge circular bar stacked with 


all the favourites. 


2 High Spirits, Koregaon Park: One of Pune’s veteran watering holes, 
‘Hi Spi’ is where buddies hang out in their bermudas, and corporate 
divas kick off their stilettos. Delightful courtyard and patio seating. 


Priya at the Hard Rock Cafe 


the old-world ‘dae of the apc 


delhi 


Bhaichand Patel 


Former UN diplomat, man about 
town and author of the Penguin 
Book of Cocktails 


[9 The Blue Bar, Taj Palace Hotel: This 
has to be the most elegant bar in Delhi, 
if not the country. If you are in the mood 
for seduction, this is the place where 
you might get lucky. The timber deck 
outside has a romantic view of the 
lawns and the lit-up pool. Don’t turn up 
before ten; this is a place for night birds, 
Do order a vodka martini laced with 
lemon and basil. 


Eq Olive Bar & Kitchen, Mehrauli: Peo- 
ple from the fashion industry hang out 


Stone Water Grill, Koregaon Park: This restobar has a distinctive 
Parisian vibe. It nestles on the river bank, is open-to-sky, plays fan- 
tastic house, serves formidable food, plays host to the tres chic and 
has a wine list that compares (well, almost) with any bar on the Left 


NITIN LAWATE 


ANIL DAYAL 


Raaja Bhasin 


which youngsters like. 


e Empire Raaja relaxes amid 


at Olive, Delhi's other favourite night 
spot. On some nights, the men are 
more beautiful than the women. The 
ambience is Mediterranean; the terrace 
offers a lovely view of the Qutab Minar 
next door. Great Mojitos! 


E¥ India International Centre bar: The 
glassware and the cutlery are better 
suited to a dhaba, the cocktails are ter- 
rible, the snacks haven’t changed or 
improved in over 20 years. But this is 
my ‘local pub’ and it attracts people 
connected, however remotely, to arts or 
literature, who enjoy a tipple in the 
evening. Mercifully, politicians keep 
away since Soniaji and Advaniji frown 
upon drinking in public. 


Historian who knows the hill station inside out 


Ey The anc bar at the Gaiety Theatre complex: Well- 
stocked, comfortable, fine range of Scotch whiskys and 
wines. Old-world bartenders, heavy wood-textured decor. 


[E} The bar at the Clarkes Hotel: Old-fashioned, large open 
room. Attracts not just hotel guests but locals too. 


The bar at the Oberoi Cecil: Has all the fancy new stuff, 


. sr 


NARENDRA BISHT 


n Bhaichand nurses something more 
than nimbu pani at the Blue Bar 


27 December 2010 


59 


Wendell Rodricks 
Fashion designer and Goa icon 


Goa has a bar at every turn. Locals joke that there are three or 
four bars near each chapel. These bars are noisy, thriving 
affairs. All you need to do is turn around to anyone and talk. A 
good starting point is the price of fish. That should set off a 
dozen viewpoints. 


Titos: There’s never a dull moment at Titos. The DJs are the 
best. The ambience is otherworldly. There are pole dancers. 
Pretty girls are hauled up on the bar tops to dance. This must 
be India’s most happening bar. If you want to experience a slice 
of Ibiza in India, go to Titos. 


4 Down the Road: Off the quaint Rua de Ourem bridge in the 
Fontainhas quarter of Panjim, Down the Road sits at the corner 
of an old Portuguese-style mansion. On Saturdays, the great 
drinks and delicious snacks attracts crowds that spill over onto 
the pavement. With its carnival atmosphere and true Goan 
flavour, it has carved a niche for itself in just a couple of years. 


4 Joets: South of the Zuari river at Bogmalo, the best party is 
at Joets. This beach shack begins the evening as a restaurant 
and ends as a bar. With the Arabian Sea a few feet away, a walk 
on the sand, drink in hand, under the stars or a full moon is sheer 
paradise. Joets also enlists the best singing talent in Goa. On 
karaoke nights, this must be the only place on the planet where 
a person with mediocre talent dare not approach the mike. 


Wendell at his No, 2 haunt Down the Road 


ANIL DAYAL 


Arun Pottamkulam 

runs a shipping and logistics firm 

[ Mattancherry Bar at Taj Malabar on Willingdon 
Island: The harbinger of a drinking culture in Kochi, 
the shift away from hard drinking to social drink- 
ing. Cosmopolitan, both Indians and foreigners, 
men and women. Couples walk in freely and women 
shed their inhibitions. 

Lounge Bar, Dream Hotel: Full-fledged dis- 
cotheque, good music, a magnet for youngsters, 
[4 Cochin Trader, Trident Hotel: Captures the busi- 
ness and commercial ambience of Kochi; also, the bar 
at the Cochin Yacht Club on the Vembanad Lake. ww | 

A.S, SATHEESH 


Kishie at Rustles 


EE] Bristol Hotel bar in Zirakpur: A 
lounge area divided into four or five 
sections of different sizes, a well- 
stocked bar supported by a restaur- 
ant specialising in Mediterranean 


Arun at the 


Mattancherry Bar 


H. Kishie Singh 
who loves his cars, food and drink 


Eq Rustles at Hotel Mountview in 
Sector 10: Everything for everyone— 
from rum and coke to a proper wine 
list, a variety of Scotch whiskys and 
even those ghastly readymade 
cocktails you get nowadays. Pleasant 
atmosphere, subdued lighting. 


cuisine. Since it is on the Chandig- 
arh-Delhi highway, you will find peo- 
ple from Delhi, Chandigarh, Manali or 
even Punjab here—the well-heeled in 
their Mercs, usually well-behaved. 

4] The bar at Four S’s in Sector 35: 
One of the few places in Chandigarh 
where you get genuine draught beer 
(on tap, not the branded variety). 
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OOOKS 


At Mughalsarai Station 
They Sat Down To Read 


In the year of the iPad, thousands clung to their yen for the printed word. Outlook 
looks at the books that. are worthy of cracked spines and dog-eared pages. 


Non-fiction 


AMIT CHAUDHURI 


ARLIER this year, there was 
an unexpected furore in the 
pages of the Guardian—of 
the kind that would probably 
fail to exercise newspapers in India. A 
report announced that Gabriel 
Josipovici, a former Weidenfeld Pro- 
fessor of English at Oxford, had, in his 
forthcoming book, What Ever Hap- 
pened to Modernism?, laid into the 
British writers’ old boys’ club: Amis, 
Barnes, McEwan, Rushdie. ‘Feted 
British writers are limited, arrogant 
and self-satisfied, says leading acade- 
mic, ran the headline. In Britain, self- 
satisfaction continues to be a cardinal 
sin, while, in India, it hardly exists at 
all, because not being aware of some- 
thing is to annihilate its existence (‘I 
think, therefore I am’). Josipovici 
replied that his book was only tangen- 
tially about these writers; that the 
report was mischievous; that far more 


important questions had been 
addressed in his short monograph. 
The upshot was that it got much more 
attention than it might have other- 
wise, and its title’s question received 
an airing. Josipovici has actually been 
around for a long time, part of a 
British avant-garde that seemed to 
vanish under Thatcher and Blair, but 
might just, in the uncertainty that sur- 
rounds the free market, be about to 
make a comeback. Josipovici’s view of 
modernism is, in a fundamental sense, 
Eurocentric and conventional—it is, 
for him, primarily about disjunction, 
about a moment in history in which 
language ceases to organically fit with 
or connect to ‘reality’—but his read- 
ings and the texts he uses to further 
his argument are often unexpected 
and illuminating. The book’s publica- 
tion led to an animated conversation 
for two weeks in putatively middle- 
brow Britain on the significance of 
modernism today: could a similar 
conversation take place in India? I 
don’t think so, except among a hand- 
ful of Indian English poets, and some 
of the so-called bhasha writers. Indi- 


ans tend to view the word ‘modern- 
ity’ with embarrassment, because it’s 
largely synonymous, for them, with 
‘Westernisation’. And no one consid- 
ers a free discussion on the arts 

and culture a discussion of particular 
urgency. 

That there’s more to British writing 
than Barnes and Amis—that there’s 
been more to it for years, in fact, with 
a strain of avant-garde surrealism 
practised by J.G. Ballard and Iain Sin- 
clair—is gestured towards by the per- 
sistence of Geoff Dyer, the English 
laureate of slacking, and punitive 
enemy of linearity, plot, and anything 
that resembles ‘work’. His new book 
of essays, Working the Room (a teasing 
title), covers his various enthusiasms, 
including jazz, photography, D.H. 
Lawrence, and a particular kind of 
doughnut. Any writing of interest, 
non-fiction or fiction, must respond 
with alacrity to the present moment, 
and Dyer’s essays do this admirably. 
He’s fortunate in now having a pub- 
lisher, Canongate, which values the 
idiosyncrasy of that response, as 
should we. 


* Sales figures from publishers 
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Dyer has been ranting for years 
against the conventional novel (in 
books that are often sold as ‘novels’); 
and in David Shields, whose Reality 
Hunger also came out in 2010, he has 
an ally. Shields’s book is an attack on 
the unproductive, unhelpful divide 
between fiction and non-fiction, and 
in Reality Hunger he inveighs against 


what Naipaul called ‘made-up stories’. 


This is a theme common to the three 
books I’ve mentioned so far: a dislike 
of what Roland Barthes once called 
the ‘unreal time of cosmogonies, 
myths, histories, and novels’, which, 
in the case of the novel, usually 
begins, according to Barthes, with a 
sentence like ‘The marchioness went 
out at five o’ clock? 

Another of Geoff Dyer’s enthusi- 
asms, Dayanita Singh, published a ter- 
rific book last year, Dream Villa, in 
which she explores the possibilities of 


Illustrations by SORIT 


THE POLYESTER PRINCE 


Anh iohammed Khan 


colour and artificial, nocturnal light. 
What are the convergences that bring 
these disparate figures and publica- 
tions together? I suppose that one 
should be grateful that in a publishing 
year that looks, at first glance, the 
same as any other in the last decade 
should contain such convergences. 
And what of the Indian avant garde? 
Bloodaxe’s edition of the Collected 
Poems of Arun Kolatkar, edited by 
Arvind Krishna Mehrotra, reveals how 
provocative and inventive its bohemi- 
anism once was. Disorienting apho- 
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risms about bilingualism and transla- 
tion; poem-sequences that transform 
the mundane; surreal translations 
from the Marathi oeuvre; Marathi 
Bhakti poets reworked in a macho 
American noirese; and hardly any 
mention of India—what more could 
one want from a book? Since I men- 
tion poetry, I should say that Michael 
Hofmann’s translations of the poems 
of the German poet Guenter Eich, 
Angina Days, is one of the best books 
to come out in 2010. Eich’s acerbic, 
chafing, sensuous verses, dealing with 
life’s most basic anxieties and activi- 
ties, refute, through a combination of 
stubbornness and technique, Adorno’s 
stricture about the impossibility of 
poetry after Auschwitz. 

On my reading list is Amitava 
Kumar’s A Foreigner Carrying in the 
Crook of his Arm a Tiny Bomb, for not 
having ‘India’ in the title. o 
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Fiction 
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found myself reading a great 
[= of short fiction this year, 
preferring its brisk epiphanies to 
the slow satisfactions of long, intri- 
cately structured novels. The stories 
in Rahul Mehta’s Quarantine amplify 
a surprising new voice: gentle, even 
tender, but powerful. Siddharth 
Chaudhuri’s Day Scholar, on the 
other hand, has an earthy exuber- 
ance; it resurrects a genre—the care- 
fully paced novella—that is strangely 
rare in Indian writing in English, and 
is perfectly suited for this account of 
a deeply unsentimental education. 

I have long admired Yiyun Li’s fic- 
tion, which isn’t just bringing essen- 
tial news from a country—China—we 
know little about. You are immediat- 
ely beguiled by the delicacy of her 


Cookbooks 


The Italian Khana mini series by the 
celebrity chef Ritu Dalmia are slim, 
beautifully produced and affordable 
pry home recipes that demystify Italian 
cuisine effortlessly. What makes them 
more attractive is the bilingual text. 

If you are into barbeques and grills, 
Just Kebabs—Celebration of 365 Kebabs 
by Chef Davinder Kumar is where your 
quest ends. It has a plethora of recipes 
to keep both vegetarians and carni- 
vores happy. 

The Suriani Kitchen by Lathika Geo- 
rge is a wonderful collection of Syrian 
Christian recipes, food lore and more. 
Two books to be enjoyed by cooks as 


64 


perceptions, and her understated 
prose, which set up a sharp contrast 
to the often unbearably cruel reali- 
ties she describes. 

Deborah Eisenberg has published 
four.collections over the last twenty- 
four years, a modest output compa- 
red to, say, William Trevor and Alice 
Munro. But then many of the short 
fictions in her Collected/Stories have 
the satisfying fullness of novels; 
within a few pages she thriftily 
accommodates, using sharp, poeti- 
cally exact sentences, a complete arc 
of individual’ experience against a 
broad and rich social backdrop. 

Travel is one of Eisenberg’s the- 
mes; Americans abroad finding the- 
mselves deprived of familiar modes 
of reassurance, and exposed to pai- 
nful truths about their place in 
the world. 

Jennifer Egan is one of the most 
interesting and original writers in 
English today. Her fictions are pre- 
occupied with the question of how 


well as armchair foodies are Miss 
Masala—Real Indian Cooking for Busy 
Living by Mallika Basu and A Flash in 
the Pan: What to Cook and How by 
Tushita Patel. 


Y Translations 


As a jury member of an award for the 
best translation, I plodded through a 
huge list of entries. This is my list of 
the best this year: 

My Kind of Girl — Buddhadeva Bose / 
Arunava Sinha (Random House); The 
Middleman — Shankar / Arunava Sinha 
(Penguin): Keeping the natural ele- 
gance and verve of the original narra- 
tives in balance with the restrained 
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so much of what we take for granted 
in modernity—everything from cor- 
porate work practices to mobile 
phones and PowerPoint presenta- 
tions—has reshaped our sense of 
what it is to be human. 

Egan’s new, formally adventurous 
novel, A Visit from the Goon Squad, 
shows even more vividly how our 
selves, deprived of their old cohe- 
siveness, cope with the experience of 
childhood, love, professional car- 
eers, illness, and death. Its thirteen 
chapters could be read as separate 
short stories; but, read together, 
their recurring characters moving in 
and out of each other’s lives across 
several decades create a wonderfully 
alive pageant. 

I was pleased to get hold of an 
advance copy of Rahul Bhattach- 
arya’s The Sly Company of People Who 
Care, which details in quick, cool 
prose the adventures of a young Ind- 
ian in Guyana. Published next month, 
it is an astonishingly assured perfor- 
mance, awakening with its quirky 
landscapes and characters a Conrad- 
ian sense of wonder about one of the 
world’s forgotten corners, Oo 


idiom of contemporary English, Sinha 
translates period work with the same 
ease as modern writing. 

Othappu — Sarah Joseph / Valson 
Thampu (oup): Despite the huge cul- 
tural chasms involved in this dark, 
complex plot of a troubled land and its 
people, Thampu finds a suitable vocab- 
ulary to steer the novel smoothly 
towards the reader in English. 

The Hour before Dawn — Bhabendra 
Nath Saikia / Maitreyi S.C. (Penguin): 
Maitreyi’s robust translation conveys 
the lyricism of an Indian language wit- 
hout resorting to a maudlin prose. 

The Hour Past Midnight — Salma / 
Lakshmi Holmstrom (Zubaan): Holm- 
strom’s translation reads almost like an 
original work: the highest accomplish- 
ment for any translator. 

A terrific translation mysteriously 
recalled by its publishers: Surendra 


WINNER OF TH 
. 


q, 


VARSHA OTXIT 


o 
« 
; 
: 
P 
z 
#. 


Marwety S 
AND BRILL 


2 States: The Story of My 
Marriage by Chetan Bhagat 
(Rupa) —10,00,000 copies” 


Thereby Hangs a Tale by 
Jeffrey Archer (Pan 
Macmillan)—93,000 


> The Immortals of Meluha by 
Amish Tripathi (Westland)— 
60,000 
The Lost Symbol by Dan Brown 


monan Pathak’s The 64-lakh Heist 
translated by Sudarshan Purohit 
brought the sights, smells and sounds 
of the small town into your hands. 
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“By the time I arrived in Bali the exo- 
dus had already begun” From the first 
line of Sadanand Dhume’s My Friend 
The Fanatic, you’re convinced you’re in 
the hands of an exceptional journalist. 
As Dhume explores contemporary 
Indonesia, starting with the Bali bomb- 
ings and continuing with an analysis of 
hardline Islam, it delivers on its pro- 
mise to take the reader into the heart 
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(Random House)—58,000 
After the Darkness by Sidney 
Sheldon (HarperCollins)— 
55,000 

The Confession by John 
Grisham (Random House)— 
54,000 

Theodore Boone by John 
Grisham (Hachette)—50,426 
The White Tiger (PB Edition) 


Collins)—50,000 


of aclose, but little-understood, neigh- 
bour to India. This is fine travel jour- 
nalism, and Dhume’s journey is pep- 
pered with insights and good humour. 
Samanth Subramanian’s debut collec- 
tion of essays, Following Fish, trawls 
calmer waters. But as he moves 
through the toddy shops, searches for 
the elusive but perfect hilsa, and 
unravels the story behind the “fish 
cure” for asthma, Subramanian opens 
up the Indian coastlines in some of the 
most precise and moving prose written 
in recent times. Part food narrative, 
part travelogue, this was one of the 
most satisfying books of recent times. 
It is relatively easy to write about 
remote, far-off places—Timbuktu or 
Ulan Bator rather than Delhi, London 
or Paris. Graham Robb’s Parisians exp- 
lores the history of one of the world’s 
most celebrated cities through the lives 
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The Cobra by Frederick Forsyth 
(Random House)—40,800 
Johnny Gone Down by Karan 
Bajaj (HarperCollins)—40,000 
Fall of Giants by Ken Follett 
(Pan Macmillan)—40,000 

Ben 10 Alien Force: War of the 
Worlds by Charlotte Fullerton 
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(Scholastic)—39,900 


Right Fit Wrong Shoe by 
Varsha Dixit (Rupa)—35,000 


Dork: The Incredible 
Adventures of Robin ‘Einstein’ 
Varghese by Sidin Vadukut 
(Penguin)—26,000 

The Short Second Life of Bree 
Tanner by Stepheni Meyer 
(Hachette)— 25,515 


* Sales figures from publishers 


of its inhabitants. What emerges is “a 
history of Paris recounted by many dif- 
ferent voices”, from Emile Zola to 
Sarkozy, the flamboyant criminal 
Vidocgq, and Adolf Hitler. Their stories 
allow Robb to craft one of the most 
unusual and thought-provoking 
biographies of a city ever written. 

But the book that will appeal most to 
red-eyed flight veterans is Alain de 
Bouton’s slender, incisive A Week at the 
Airport. De Bouton spent a week at 
Heathrow, one of the world’s busiest 
airports. “Had one been asked to take a 
Martian to visit a single place that nea- 
tly captures the gamut of themes run- 
ning through our civilisation—from 
our faith in technology to our destruc- 
tion of nature, from our interconnecte- 
dness to our romanticising of travel—it 
would have to be to the departures and 
arrivals halls that one would head.” o 
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VVHAT This New York University 
professor and artist has surgically 
implanted a 2-inch camera in the 
back of his head, for an art project 
called the ‘3rd I’. Images from the 
camera will be streamed live to a 
Qatari museum. 


VW IEY While the artist’s vision 
combines performance art, digital 
art, body art and photography, he 
does seem to have overlooked minor 
practical difficulties—like sleeping on 
his back, for instance. On the bright 
side, this is one man who can never 
be fazed by a sinister tap on the 
shoulder. Now envisage what the 
‘3rd I’ could do to spy flicks. 


Top charity charts 


First, plant yourself in the world/- 
country/town’s richest people lists— 
charity will follow. Monitor the move- 
ments of formidable donors across 
the world for leads on how much to 
give away and when. The year-end is 
a good time, as are all these festive 
seasons. For guaranteed publicity, 
ensure your beneficiaries are abroad 
(a tip: forget Africa, America is in). 
Dress for the photo-op: in fact, begin 
your charity at home, by giving away 
all out-of-season clothes. 


What seven-letter word 
becomes longer when the 
third letter is removed? 

Jebuno7 
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Never Sorry For This 
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Included bonus audio track : 


" = these songs are released after 30 vean 


IN THE LATE 1970s, MOHAMMED RAFI RECORDED 
songs for Sorry Madam, the remake ofia Bengali 
film by filmmaker Dilip Bose that never got made. 
But here’s the good news: Rafi’s unreleased tracks 
from the film, composed by Chitragupta, have now 
been restored. Check them out on the album The 
Last Songs, that features six tracks, including two 
duets with Asha Bhosle—the teasing Dekhoji Wada 
Karo and the playful Dil Walo Ki Toli Nikali—that 
are easily the best numbers here. An audio docu- 
mentary within the album, in which Chitragupta’s 


f 


The Last Songs 


sons, composer duo Anand-Milind, and Dilip 
Bose’s son Bobby, recall moments spent with Rafi, is a nice touch. Silk 
Road/Universal Music, Rs 150. Also available on iTunes and Amazon a 


Heavyweight fest 


THIS WEEKEND, 
steal some time 
away for the 
Swami Haridas 
“estival, which 
3ees the return 
of maestros 
such as Ustad 
Zakir Husain, 
Pandit 
Vishwamohan 
Bhat, Ustad Shujaat Khan and vocalists 
Pt Chhannulal Mishra, Pt Vinay Bharatram 
and Ashwini Bhide. Sons of legendary sar- 
odist Ustad Ali Akbar Khan, Aashish and 
Alam Khan, take the stage; the latter in a 
rare performance. The three-day long 
event also features a Kathak recital by 
Uma Sharma. Dec 17-19, Shri Satya 

Sai Auditorium 
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THEATRE FROM ASSAM, DELHi, JAMMU, MADHYA 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, West Ben- 
gal and Bangladesh will take centrestage 
at the National Theatre Festival, which 
presents productions in various languages, 
including adaptations of Tagore’s Abhisar. 
and Rakta Karabi and Vijay Tendulkar’s 
Jaat Hi Puchho Sadhu Ki, Kanyadaan and 
Sakharam Binder. Kanu, the new home 
production of the group Nandikar, is worth 
a watch. Dec 16-25, Academy of Fine Arts 


FINE IIVING 


RESTAURANT 


Neapolitan Niceties 


Cafe Diva, N8, N Block Market, Greater Kailash 1, 
New Delhi-110 048, Tel: 011-41011948 
Meal for two without alcohol: Rs 1,800 including 


taxes and service charge 
by Sunil Sethi 


a i & && (NE OF THE 

Adhd perils of 
a: soaring 
retail rentals is that old 
familiar haunts keep disap- 
pearing only to reappear, 
like jokers in the pack, 
unexpectedly close at hand. 
For years Delhi’s diva of 
Italian cuisine, Ritu Dalmia, 
ran a snacky, third-floor 
eyrie with a tiny open-air 
terrace called Le Cafe in 
what is derisively known as 
GkNy’s Fabindia market. 
The pack has lately been 
reshuffled, and it has resur- 
faced as the first-floor Cafe 
Diva down the block, in 
place of a bookshop, now 
kicked into a basement. 
Cafe Diva is as easy to miss 
as before (which is part of 
the intended charm) but 
despite its cramped quar- 
ters, the new attitude lies in 
the angles: a juice and 
smoothie bar stuck at the 
back and a well-priced 


deli—with fresh pasta, 
grilled vegetables, dips and 
marinades—running along 
the parallel wall. 

The menu, mercifully, has 
not changed much. My 
south Indian companion 
cast a beady eye for the 
spiciest pizza (called Sabine, 
with blazing jalapenos and 
salami), ladled more chilli 
flakes and declared it per- 
fect. I went plain rustic Ital- 
ian: spaghetti tossed with 
tomato, oregano and extra 
virgin olio, A bean salad 


a 
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SANJAY RAWAT 


with mixed greens, bamboo 
shoots and garlic and poppy 
seed dressing was our East- 
is-West side order. The 
Indo-Italian twist is echoed 
comfortingly in the ambi- 
ence: hand-tooled leather 
chairs and banquettes, with 
vintage Bollywood hits play- 
ing softly. Don’t miss the 
Bailey’s mousse cake. And 
ignore the shopping-laden 
mothers resting their drib- 
bling babes and aching feet. 
Suffering mammas are com- 
mon to both cultures. o 
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Badminton serve 


IN BADMINTON, THE SERVE ISN’T 
as critical as in tennis—but 
it’s critical enough. The low 
serve forces your opponent 
to return it from below the 
net, which could give an 
opportunity to attack with 
a smash. The high serve 
gives your opponent time 
to line up a smash, putting 
you on the defensive right 
away. Use the serve that 
discomfits your opponent 
more, and mix and disguise 
them well to bring in an 
element of surprise. For 
this, you need hours upon 
hours of practice. Take a 
large bunch of shuttles and 
try to land them between 
the two back lines with the 
high serve; then try to land 
them on the front service 
line with a low serve. a 
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Ken Follett 


The best-selling author is in india to promote 
his latest thriller, Fall Of Giants 


What do you think of your fans in India? 

Readers are basically the same all over. 
They're all interested in love, hatred, battles, 
Marriage, romance and making or losing money. 


Where do you draw your inspiration from? 
History plays a vital role in my stories. 


What must you do to engage readers? 

The reader must react emotionally. His 
heart must beat faster, he must shed tears or 
be angry or scared about what's going to hap- 
pen to the hero. Only then it’s a great story. 


Does the publisher dictate on what sells? 

No publisher has ever told me what to write. 
I make intellectual property and license it. It’s 
always me thinking and writing what I choose. 


‘Any favourites among your novels? 

Eye of the Needle is my favourite. I'm ama- 
zed how I could write it at 27. Also, Pillars of 
the Earth since many didn’t want me to write 
it and even said it would be my downfall. 


It’s only thrillers that excite you. 

History, espionage and secret intelligence 
are always exciting. My latest, Fail of Giants, 
has lots of secret agents, espionage. 


Is there a line between fact and fiction? 
Pillars of the Earthis a fiction. | could’ve 
written it around a real cathedral but there are 
50-year gaps in the story and it would’ve been 
difficult to write. Hence, it’s much easier to 

take a fictional cathedral. 


Don’t writers have to be honest? 

Writers don’t have this special dispensation 
to tell others what's right or wrong. I'm not 
smarter than my readers, | just create fiction. 


What makes a successful writer? 
Essentially they must be imaginative and 
have sufficient skills with words. They have to 

be communicators, then comes the craft. 


Who were your early influences? 

I learnt a lot by reporting on crime. Enid 
Blyton taught me that literature is exciting. 
James Bond stories were the best. Even today 
my aim is to have the same excitement for a 
reader as I had while reading James Bond. 


Arnab Banerjee 
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QUESTIONS 


WHAT can you say of a 
film in which a chimpa- 
nzee (a fake one at that) 
is the deus ex machina? 
Where a chimp’s fart 
resolves all the complic- 
ations? It betrays a film- 
maker’s desperation to 
bring on the laughs. No 
wonder, No Problem 
remains an entirely 
laugh-less film. Bazm- 
ee’s previous comedies— 
No Entry, Welcome, 
Singh Is Kingg—may 
have been as aesthetica- 
lly challenged but did 
manage to entertain a 
large section in their 
own bawdy way. Howe- 
ver, here the characters, 
plot, gags, jokes, dialog- 
ues, just about nothing 
makes you smile, leave 
alone laugh. Besides, 
some significant scenes 
get uncomfortably racist 
and downright sexist. 
The attempts to take pot- 
shots at the US are feeble 
and flat. One crucial mad 
element—two bullets 
stuck in Anil Kapoor’s 
stomach that keep tickl- 
ing his insides—could’ve 
been used as a persistent 
gag through the film but 
Bazmee forgets about it 
entirely, Set in South Afr- 
ica, the film is about two 
small-time crooks (San- 
jay, Akshaye) who rob 
Paresh Rawal’s bank. 
Anil Kapoor plays a 
bumbling cop whose 
wife (Sushmita) suffers 
from split personality 
disorder. There are some 
diamonds, a few big-time 
crooks and Kangana’s 
indecipherable Hindi. 
Bring on the subtitles! o 


No Problem 


Starring: Sanjay Dutt, 
Akshaye Khanna, Anil 
Kapoor, Paresh Rawal, 
Sushmita Sen, Kangana 
Ranaut 
Directed by 
Anees Bazmee 


OOD 


HINDI mainstream cin- 
ema, despite its predicta- 
bility, can at times leave 
you with a smile on your 
face and a song in your 
heart. Band Baaja Baar- 
aat is one such endearing 
film. The story might be 
the usual: boy meets girl, 
they get into a misunder- 
standing and eventually 
come together again. 
However, what makes it 
special is that it feels 
delightfully real, is stro- 
ngly rooted in contem- 
porary Delhi middle 
class. Habib Faisal’s inte- 
lligent pen doesn’t just 
entertain but presents a 
persuasive social picture 
as well. The two budding 
wedding planners, the 
ambitious yet conventio- 
nal Bittoo and Shruti, are 
like so many other kids 
around us on the streets. 
Maneesh shows remark- 
able flair and confidence 
for a debut director to 
bring alive Habib’s writ- 
ing on screen. DU host- 
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#334553 Must See (294% Good 


Band Baaja 
Baaraat 


Starring: Ranveer Singh, 
Anushka Sharma 
Directed by 
Maneesh Sharma 


943 Watchable 5 Avoidable 


els, dad rushing for ‘cha- 
rter’ bus, Saharanpuri Jat 
family with its new trac- 
tor, bread pakodas, cho- 
wmein and most of all, 
the weddings (complete 
with dholak-spoon jugal- 
bandi in sangeet), Mane- 
esh gets it right. Aseem 
Mishra shoots the elabo- 
rate process of wedding 
management with ene- 
rgy, the production 
design is colourful but 
suitably kitschy. Anushka 
seems to be improving 
with every film but the 
big surprise is Ranveer. 
Dismissed for his non- 
descript personality, he 
comes out surprisingly 
spontaneous and easy 
with the camera. The 
best, however, is the 
lingo. Habib captures the 
little details of Delhisp- 
eak—ainvayi, bhukkad, 
leg piece, cheapda, kan- 
jar, chirkut, taadna; phra- 
ses like mother promise, 
correct banda, emotional 
syapa. BBB gets my vote 
for the best dialogue of 
2010. —Namrata Joshi 


THE tacky bad boy of cric- 
ket and a man-eater—it’s 
an even pitch. After months 
of innuendo-laden tweets, 
Liz Hurley and Shane 
Warne’s public dalliance 
was waiting to happen. Her 
three-year-old marriage to 
Arun Nayar is history and 
Warnie too has parted from 
wife Simone for the nth 
time. Just another fling or 
a chemistry mystery? 


FORGET the obligatory cheek-to-cheek, the Artic-cold vibes 
between Rani and Vidya was enough to send the entire unit 
of No One Killed Jessica scurrying for cover. Even the trailers 
of the film released so far is all Rani and no Vidya. 


Tattoo Tone 


mtv VJ Bani J made quite a few 
heads turn at People magazine’s 
The Sexiest Party 2010, clad ina 
form-fitting animal-print Zara 
dress, with all her tattoos on 
») display. The former Roadies 
i participant and self-confes- 
©) sed gym addict could give the 
* best in B‘wood a run for 
their toned bodies. 


TURNING 61, Rajnikanth seemed to have a quiet birt- 
hday with family and friends. Calls and wishes pou- 
red in. Posters appeared on Chennai streets and fan 
clubs organised charity meals in true Rajni ishtyle. 
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Chapati vs the Poori 

ON March 7, 1857, the Urdu weekly Ashraf-al- 
Akhbar (Lucknow) carried a small item on its 
last page under the heading, ‘A Strange Inci- 
dent’. Apparently, a few days earlier, village 
chowkidars in that region had received pooris 
from their counterparts in other villages, with 
the instruction: “Keep them. The ruler would 
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the madrassa and a much-cherished friend of 
Ghalib’s. The subsequent issue of the journal 
contains no correction. 
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Principaled Man 


DR Sprenger must have been a strong-willed 
taskmaster. He certainly kicked a hornet’s nest 
at Calcutta when he became the principal of the 


ask for them later. Meanwhile, make five fresh 
pooris and distribute them in other villages in a similar 
manner.” The rulers, according to the report, were grea- 
tly perturbed at this strange development and had orde- 
red the thanedars to trace down the original instigator. 
“The chain, however, seems endless across the region, and 
no success appears possible.” 

It seems that the ‘Chapati Conspiracy’ of 1857 was in fact 
a ‘Poori Plot’. Pooris do make better strategic sense. Fried 
in oil, they may become rancid but would survive longer 
than any chapati, which would turn dry and crumble to 
bits in a few days. 
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A Dastaan-e-Ghalib 


I came upon the newspaper in the Staats- 
bibliothek, Berlin, in the private papers of 
Dr Aloys Sprenger, who was an employee of 
the East India Company for many years in 
the mid-19th century. Now mostly remem- 
bered for his invaluable catalogue of the royal 
libraries of Oudh, Sprenger had also served as 
principal at the government madrassas in Delhi and 
Calcutta. While in Delhi, he initiated an Urdu weekly, 
Qiran-al-Sa’dain, which published articles on scientific sub- 
jects and social issues along with political news and some 
poetry. One ofits thirty-four issues preserved at Berlin con- 
tained another surprise, this time concerning Ghalib. 

Urdu scholars presently agree that Ghalib was born on 
December 27, 1797, corresponding to the month of Rajab, 
1212 AH. That would have made him only 49 in January 
1847 (1263 AH). However, an effusive note on him in the 
Qiran-al-Sa’dain of January 18, 1847, contains one startling 
sentence: “He has traversed fifty-three stages in his jour- 
ney of life, but in talent and achievement he has progressed 
beyond many thousand stages.” The article is unsigned, as 
was the practice in the journal, but the confident exacti- 
tude of the described age—fifty-three—must give us pause. 
They were, of course, Hijri years, for that was then the 
established practice in Urdu. In other words, Ghalib was 
53 in 1263 AH, and must have been born in 1210 AH (July 
18, 1795-July 7, 1796), perhaps on December 27, 1795. 

The article must have reached Ghalib the same day, if 
not courtesy of the author, then surely through the noted 
mathematician, Master Ramchandar, a beloved teacher at 
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Madrassa Aliya, the venerable school started by 
Warren Hastings. The Berlin collection contains a single 
tattered issue of a Persian journal, Gulshan-i-Naubahar 
(Calcutta), dated April 12, 1851. It carries a nasty screed, four 
pages long, detailing all the “awful” things the learned doc- 
tor had done at the madrassa, causing much grief to its stu- 
dents and teachers. The principal had “brutally scolded” 
students if they arrived late, and suspended them if it hap- 
pened on three consecutive days—“letting them back in 
only after fining them two rupees”. He also did not allow 
anyone, including the teachers, “to eat or drink during the 
school hours (from ten to two), not even permitting 
Bs them to puff on a huqgah or chew a paan!” 
But the worst crime in the eyes of the bud- 
MA ding scholars and their teachers was the 
principal’s attempt to make changes in the 
syllabus. He was dumbing it down, they 
bitterly complained, by discontinuing 
time-tested Persian and Arabic books on 
medieval scholastics, replacing them with 
books on such subjects as geography, history 
and mathematics that were—heaven forbid!— 
“written in Urdu”. The students claimed that they 
already spoke the language, and had no desire to read 
books in it. When they went ona strike, the principal had 
the gates of the school locked and the students ejected 
from its premises. “The principal went crazy with anger, 
and beat his servants. Perhaps he got drunk on his way 
home, as it often happens with Sahibs.” 

The writer ends with these thundering remarks: “If things 
do not change in a few months, and the administration is 
not replaced, the Muslims of Calcutta—nay, of every district 
and region—shall gird their loins to protect the madrassa, 
this pinnacle of Islam’s glory, and set afire this ‘world of 
hardships’. A battle shall then follow, reminiscent of the bat- 
tles of Kabul, Qandahar and Chilianwala. People cannot 
fight their rulers, but fight they will if made desperate.” 


Quiet End 


THE desperation of someone deprived of huqgah and 
paan and made to read history and geography in Urdu is 
not hard to imagine, but cooler heads must have prevailed. 
There is no record of any bloodbath at the madrassa. Aloys 
Sprenger died peaceably at Heidelberg in 1893. 
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